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REVIEW.

An authentic account of an embassy from the king

of Great Britain to the emperor of China ; include

ing cursory observations made., and information

obtained, in traveling through that empire, and a
smallpart of Chinese Tartary: taken chieflyfrom
the papers of his excellency the Earl of Macartney
knight of the Bath, his majesty's embassador ex-

traordinary and plenipotentiary to the emperor of
China. By Sir George Staunton, secretary of
the embassy, 8^c. 2 Vols. London, 1798.

During the last two centuries, several embassies have

been sent from Europe to the emperors ofChina. The
sovereigns of Holland, Portugal, England, Russia, and
the popes ofRome, have been represented at the court

of Peking. These missions have always been com-
posed of chosen men, fitted out at no inconsiderable

expense, and while in progress were objects of uni-

versal attention. Concerning their expediency and
success, or the reverse, the political world has been
fruitful in remark, and has generally differed widely

in its conclusions ; but in regard to the fact, except it

may be in the case of the Russians, that their in-

fluence has now nearly or quite ceased to be felt, or is

felt only to the injury of foreigners, there is probably
•2S
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but one opinion. Whatever may have been the ob-
jects of those embassies or their effects, immediate
or remote, no one of them was planned and executed
with more care than the present, which reached
Peking in 1793.

“Much of the lasting impression which the rela-

tions of lord Macartney’s embassy leave on the mind
of his reader,” says an able writer, “must be ascrib-

ed, exclusive of the natural effect of clear, elegant,

and able composition, to the number of persons en-

gaged in that business, the variety of their charac-

ters, the reputation they already enjoyed, or afterward

acejuired
;
the bustle and stir of a sea-voyage; the

placidity and success which finally characterized the

intercourse of the English with the Chinese: the

splendor of the reception the latter gave to their

European guests; the walks in the magnificent

gardens of ‘the son of heaven ;’ the picturesque and
almost romantic navigation upon the imperial

canal; and perhaps, not less, to the interest we feel

for every grand enterprize, skilfully prepared, and
which proves successful, partly in consequence of the

happy choice of the persons and the means by whicli

it was to be carried into effect. The names of Ma-
cartney, the two Stauntons, and Barrow, are now
familiar to every reader. The emperor Keen-lung
lives probably in the memory of every impartial Eu-
ropean, at the head of the sovereigns of half-civiliz-

ed nations. Indeed, since Cook’s voyages, no expe-

dition to a foreign and distant country, has become
j

so popular as that of which we speak.”

The grievances which the English had suffered
'

long at Canton, and the necessity of representing

them to the emperor, from whom they were carefully

concealed by the local authorities, were among the

principal considerations which led to the appointment

of an embassador. Macartney’s secretary, in the

work before us, after enumerating the transactions

that had caused an “ unfavorable impression of the

English in the minds of the Chinese,” says :

—
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“ Of all foreigners frequenting the port of Canton, the English
w(>re certainly depicted in the, most unfavorable colors to the

govcrnnient of the country ; and probably treated with the great-

est rigor upon the spot. And thus the imperial officers, under
whose immediate ins))ection they were placed, were in little danger
of reprehension for any ill treatment of their persons, or imposi-
tions on their trade. Their comiilaints were considered as frivo-

lous or ill-founded; and attributed to a restless and unreasonable
disposition. Efl’ectual measures were likewise taken to avoid a
repetition of their remonstrances, by punishing such of the natives

us were suspected of having assisted in translating the papers
which contained them, into the language of the country. Tlie few
English, who were in any degree acquainted with that language,
being necessarily brought forward for the purpose of communicat-
ing their grievances, became particularly obnoxious

; and thr^

circumstance contributed to deter others from any attempt to

acquire it; and, indeed, to tetich it to them was found to he
a service of some danger. They were thus under the necessity

of trusting entirely to the native merchants themselves, witli whom
they had to deal ; and who found tlieir account in acquiring, at

least, as many English words as were necessary for carrying on
their mercantile concerns. IJcsides, the vast superiority of rank,
over all merchants, assumed by persons in authority in China,
became an obstacle to all social and familiar intercourse between
them and the only Englishmen who went there. And, notwith-

standing a Britisli factory had been established upw ards of a hun-
dredAears, not the least ajiproach was made towards that assimila-

tion of manners, dress, sentiments, or habits, w'hich, in similar insti-

tutions elsewhere, tends so much to facilitate the views of com-
merce, as well as to promote the comforts of those immediately
engaged in it.

“ Under such circumstances, the ancient prejudices against all

strangers, always great in proportion as there is little communica-
tion with them, could scarcely fail to continue in their full force

—

those prejudices not only operating upon the conduct of the

Chinese, but reduced into a system, supported by the fullest con-
fidence in the perfect state of their own civilization : and the com-
parative barbarism of every other nation, suggested the precaution
of making regulations to restrain the conduct of all Europeans
frequenting their coast, as if aware of the necessity of preventing

the contamination of bad example among their own people. One
])ort only was left open for foreign ships; and, when the season came
for their departure, every European was compelled to embark with

them, or leave, at least, the Chinese territories : thus abandoning
his factory and unfinished concerns, until the return of the ships

in the following year. There was little scniple in laying those

restrictions on foreign trade, the government of China not being
impressed with an idea of its importance, to a country including so

many climates, and supplying within itself, all the necessaries, if

not all the luxuries of life.
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“ Tliougli the natives immediately engaged with foreigners in

mercantile transactions, have been very considerable gainers by
such an . intercourse, the body of the people is taught to attribute

the admission of it, entirely to motives of humanity and benevol-

ence towards other nations standing in need of the produce of
China, agreeably to the precepts inculcated by the great moralists of
the empire; and not to any occasion or desire of deriving recipro-

cal advantage from it. For a considerable period indeed, there

was little demand for European goods at the Chinese markets;
and the consequent necessity of paying for the surplus value of
their commodities in money, an object so desirable for nations

which may often have occasion to remit cash elsewhere, was thought
in China, where such a want could seldom occur, to be productive

of little other alteration, than to increase the relative weight of the

metal representing property ; and which increase was considered

rather an incotivenience than a benefit.

“ With such an opinion of foreign trade, those who presided over

it, being indifi'erent to its progress, and suffering it, rather than

seeking for it, there was a very slender chance of favorable atten-

tion, or even common justice, towards the strangers wlio carried it

on ; especially the English at Canton, who had not the faculty of

asserting their own cause upon the spot, and were entirely with-

out support at the capital, where their grievances might be redress-

ed. They were, in fact, subjected to many oppressions in their

dealings, and insults upon their persons. They did not however,

conceive that such treatment was authorized by the emperor of

China, or even known to him ; and therefore several of the East

India Company’s agents employed in the Chinese trade, suggested

the propriety of an embassy to his imperial majesty, to represent

their situation, in the hope that he might issue orders for the

removal of the hardships under which they labored.”**** “It was
urged, that a British embassador would be a new spectacle

;
and

his mission a compliment that would probably be well received.

Upon general reasoning, it appeared that every motive of policy

or commerce, which led to the maintenance of ministers from

Great Britain, at European courts, and even in Turkey, applied

^with equal strength, to a similar establishment, if practicable, at

Peking,”

Besides the embassador and his secretary, “ minis-

ter plenipotentiary in the absence of the embassador,”

the mission consisted of tlie following persons
;

viz.

captain, now sir Erasmus Gower, commander of his

majesty’s man-of-war, the Lion; “young gentlemen,

of the most respectable families, glowing with all the

ardor and enterprise of youth,” who were admitted

into the Lion, considerably beyond the customary

ppmpletnunt of midshipmen ; a military guard, cour



1033 , to China, in 1793. 341

sisting of “ picked men,” under the command of
colonel Benson, assisted by lieut. colonel Crewe, and
captain Parish

;
doctors Gillan and Scot

;
doctor

Diruviddie and Mr. Barrow, “ both conversant in

astronomy, mechanics, and every other branch de-

pendent on the mathematics
;

” Mr. Acheson Max-
w'ell, “ who had formerly resided in India with lord

Macartney and was much in his confidence Mr.
k^dward Winder, “ a young gentleman from the

university;” JMr. Henry Baring; a page, (now sir

G. Thomas Staunton, but then) “of years too tender

not to have still occasion for a tutor ;” two Chines^
“ perfectly qualified to interpret between their native

language and Latin or Italian,”—these were from
the Chitiese college at Naples ; also musicians, arti-

ficers, soldiers and servants. To carry out such
presents and persons, as could not be accommodated
on board the Lion, the Hindostan, one of the largest

company’s ships, was appointed
;
and a small brig,

the Jackall, provided as a tender. At length, every

thing being ready, all those who were to accompany
or attend the embassador, joined his excellency at

Portsmouth, from whence they set sail, September
26th, 1792.

Lest the undertaking might, through error* or

design, be made to assume a warlike or suspicious

appearance, and the embassador’s reception thereby

be rendered “dubious,” an early opportunity rvas

taken of announcing the embassy to the Chinese
government. For this purpose, three commissioners
were selected by the company, from among their

most aj)proved servants at Canton, to whom it was
intrusted to communicate intelligence of the intended

mission, by delivering a letter to the governor of
Canton from the “Court of Directors.” In this

letter, sir Francis Baring, then chairman of the

Court, stated that :

—

“ His most gracious sovereign, being desirous of cultivating

the friendship of the emperor of China, and of improving the

connection, intercourse, and good correspondence between the
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courts of London and Peking, and t»f increasing and extending
the commerce between tlieir respective subjects, bad resolved
to send his well beloved cousin and counsellor lord Macartney,
a noblfcman of great virtue, wisdom, and ability, as bis em-.
bassador extraordimiry and plenipotentiary to the emperor of
China, to represent his person, ami to express, in the strongest
terms, the satisfaction he should feel if this mark of his atten-

tion and regard should serve as a foundation to establish a per-

petual harmony and alliance between them; and that the embas-
sador, having several presents for the emperor, from his Lritaimic
majesty, which from their size, and nicety of mechanism, could
not be conveyed through the interior of China, to so great a dis-

tance as from Canton to Peking, without the risk of damage,
he should proceed directly, in one of his majesty’s ships, properly

f--.com pan ied, to the port of Teen-tsin, approaching, in the first

instance, as near as possible to the emperor of China.”

After visiting several places on his way to China,
the embassador arrived olf Macao, June 20th, 1793

;

there he obtained information that the emperor had
given orders, that officers and pilots should be in

waiting on the coast to take charge of his excel-

lency’s ships and conduct them in safety to Teen-
tsin ;—concluding his commands in these remark-
able words, “ that as a great mandarin had come so

far to visit him, he must be received in a distinguish-

ed manner." Feelings very different from these

were cherished towards the embassy, by the officers

of Clinton, “ particularly by the hoppo,” whose con-

sciousness of having merited reprehension, always

connected in his mind the subject of complaint with

the views of the embassy, and every engine in his

power was set to work to prevent its success. The
governor of Canton was anxious to receive a list of

the presents, alleging that “ he could not send tlie

letter announcing the embassador’s approach, with-

out transmitting the particulars of it.” But this

request was not granted.

On the 23d of June, they weighed anchor and

proceeded northward, and in a few days arrived in

the Chu-san archipelago ;
there they found a great

many valuable harbors—“places of perfect security

and their ships were supplied plentifully with provis-

ions and thronged with visitors. Several officers
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came on board, one of whom was accompanied by a

native interpreter, who bad formerly been connected
in the trade there with the agents of the East India

Company: by this man’s account, the Englisli had
given no just cause of dissatisfaction in that place,

though they have been interdicted from it, “through
the means, as is most likely, of the superior influence

of the officers governing at Canton,” who draw large

sums from the accumulation of trade in this port.

At Chu-san the squadron had arrived at the ut-

most boundary of recorded European navigation

;

the sea from thence northward was wholly unknown,
except to those who dwelt in the neighborhood of
the shores. After some delay, two native pilots

were obtained, and the squadron sailed for the mouth
ofthe Peih-ho, where it arrived near the close of July,

and was received by Wan, a military, and Chow a
civil officer, and a third person, a Tartar of high
distinction, who acted as the principal legate on the

occasion. On the 5th of August, the embassador
and his suite quitted their ships, and on board small
craft proceeded towards the capital. No slight

magnificence was displayed, and no expense seemed
to be spared. Ample provision was made for every
member of the embassy

;
almost every vessel con-

nected with it had on board both Europeans and
Chinese

;
§nd the scene which it now exhibited was

truly novel
;
and the regard manifested towards the

present strangers, showed that they were not unwel-
come visitors. The mutual interest felt on the oc-

casion, is thus noticed by the embassador’s secretary.

“The approiich of the embassy was an event of which the re-

port spread ra])idly amoiiw the neighboring towns and villages.

Several of these were visible from the barges on the river. Crowds
of men were assetid)led on the banks, some of whom waited a

considerable time to see the procession pass, while the females, as

shy as they were curious, looked through gates, or peeped over

walls, to enjoy the sight. A few indeed of the ancient dames
almost dipped their little feet into the river, in order to get a

nearer peej) ;
but the younger part of the sex generally kept in the

background. The strangers on their part were continually
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amused and gratified with a succession of tievv oiyects. The
face of tlie country, the appearance of the people, presented, in

almost every instance, something diflerent from what offers to

view elsewhere.”

It was announced to the embassador while at Teen-
tsin, that the emperor was at his country residence
in Tartary, where he intended to celebrate the anni-
versary of his birthday, and wished to receive the

embassy. This arrangement was pleasing to the

strangers, for it would afford them a better opportu-
nity of seeing the country and give them a view of the
great wall. The country, as they moved up the river,

was remarkably level, and the sky serene; not so

much as a hillock was observed by them, until the

fourth day after they left Teen-tsin, when some high

blue mountains were seen rising from the north-west.

These indicated their approach to the capital, beyond
which "they were situated. On the 16th of August,
the yachts anchored within 12 miles of Peking,

being then 90 miles from Teen-tsin. Here they left

the river and proceeded by land to the capital
;
to

carry them, and their baggage, 90 small waggons, 40
hand-carts, upwards of 200 horses, and about 3000
men were required. The road to Peking is a mag-
nificent avenue, bordered with trees.

Shortly after reaching the capital, attempts were
made to extort from the embassador the, promise of
making the Chinese prostration : these were success-

fully resisted, and his own conditions were proposed,

viz: “that a subject of his imperial majesty, of rank

equal to his own, should perform, before the picture he

had with him of his majesty (the king ofGreat Britain),

dressed in his robes of state, the same ceremonies

that the embassador should be directed to do before

the Chinese throne.”—A part of the presents, and

some of the members of the embassy were detained

at Peking, while the embassador and the others set

out for Zhe-hol (Jee-ho) ;
his excellency rode in an

English carrriage drawn by four Tartar horses, and

was cheered with a “gracious message” from the
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omperor, inquiring about his health, and recommend -

ing to him to travel by easy journeys, and to bo

accommodated at the places where he himself usual-

ly stopped on his way to Tartary. Their journey

northward was agreeable; they had a fine view of

the great wall
;
and on their approach to the resid-

ence of the emperor were received with military

honors.

Here the question concerning ‘‘the ceremony”
was again agitated, and was brought before Ho-
choong-taung, (Ho~kw'an,) the chief minister of state.

In the course of this discussion, it was remarked by

the embassador, “that to his own sov(.'reign, to whom
he was bound by every bond of allegiance and at-

tachment, he bent, on approaching him, upon one
knee ; and that he was willing to demonstrate in the

same manner, his respectful sentiments towards his

imperial majesty.” This form of obeisance in lieu of

the Chinese prostration, was deemed satisfactory by

the imperial court. The attention of the embassy
was now taken up in preparations to wait upon the

emperor. The presents were carried to the palace,

and every thing put in readiness for the occasion
;

and the 14th of September, three days previous to

the emperor’s birthday, w'as fixed on for the parti-

cular reception of the British embassy. On the

morning o^ that day, before the dawn of light, the

embassador and his suite went to the palace garden
whore were several tents, in one, and the largest of
which, “ his imperial majesty was to receive, seated

on his throne, as a particular distinction, the delegate

from the king of Great Britain.” The emperor’s

approach, and the introduction of the embassador
are thus described by sir George ;

—

“ Soon after day-light, the sound of several instruments, and
the confused voices of men at a distance, announced the emperor’s

approach. He soon appeared from behind a high perpendicular

mountain, skirted with trees, as if from a sacred grove, preceded
by a number of persons busied in proclaiming aloud his virtues

and his power. He was seated in a sort of oj)cu chair, or trium-

phal car, borne by sixteen men
;
and was accompanied and fol-

2T
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lowed by guards, officers of the house-hold, high flag and umhrella

bearers, and music. He was clad in plain dark silk, with a velvet

bonnet, in form not much different from the bonnet of the Scotch
highlanders; on the front of it was placed a large pearl, which was
the only jewel or ornament he appeared to have about him. On
his entrance into the tent, he mounted immediately the throne by

the front steps, consecrated to his use alone. Ho-choong-taung,
and two of the principal persons of his household were close to

him, and always spoke to him upon their knees. The princes of

his family, the tributaries and great officers of state being already

arranged in their respective places in the tent, the president of the

tribunal of rites conducted the embassador, who was attended by
his page and Chinese interpreter, and accompanied by the min-
ister jilenipotentiary, near to the foot of the throne, on the left

hand side, which, according to the usages of China, so often the

reverse of those of Europe, is accounted the place of honor. The
other gentlemen of the embassy, together with a great number of

mandarins and officers of inferior dignity, stood at the great open-
ing of the tent, from whence most of the ceremonies that passed

within it, could be obseiwed. * * *

“ The broad mantle, which as a knight of the order of the

Bath the embassador was entitled to wear, was somewhat upon
the plan of dress most pleasing to the Chinese. Upon the same
principles, the minister plenipotentiary, being an honorary doctor

of laws of the the university of Oxford, wore the scarlet gown of

that degree, which happened also to be suitable in a government,

where degrees in learning lead to eveiy kind of political situation.

The embassador, instructed by the president of the tribunal of rites,

held the large and magnificent square box of gold, adorned with

jewels, in which was enclosed his majesty’s letter to the emperor,

between both hands lifted above his head ; and in that manner
ascending the few steps that led to the throne, and bendiug on

one knee, presented the box, with a short address, to his imperial

majesty; who, graciously receiving the same with his own hands,

placed it by his side, and expressed “ the satisfaction he felt at the

testimony which his Britannic majesty gave him of his esteem and
good-will in sending him an embassy, with a letter and rare pres-

ents ;
that he, on his part, entertained sentiments of the same

kind towards the sovereign of Great Britain, and hoped that

harmony should always be maintained among their respective

subjects. * * *

“ His imperial majesty, after a little more conversation with the

embassador, gave, as the first present from him to his majesty, a

gem, or precious stone, as it was called by the Chinese
; being

accounted by them of high value. It was upwards of a foot in

length, and curiously carved into a form intended to resemble a

sceptre, such as is always placed upon the imperial throne, and

is considered as emblematic of prosperity and peace. The Chi-

nese etiquette reqtiiring that embassadors should, besides the

presents brought in the name of the sovereign, offer others on
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their own part, his excellency, and the minister, or as the Chinete
called him, the inferior embassador, resi)cctfnlly presented theirs

;

which his ini])erial majesty condescended to receive, and gave
in returji others to them.”

His imperial majesty appeared perfectly unreserv-

ed, cheerful, and unaffected during the intervievc,

which was considerably lengthened by interpreting

whatever was said by either party. The emperor,
atlverting to the inconvenience arising from such a
circumstance, inquired “whether any person of the

embassy understood the Chinese language
; and

being informed that the embassador’s page, a boy
then in his thirteenth year, had alone made some
proficiency in it, the emperor had the curiosity to

have the youth brought up to the throne, and desired

him to speak Chinese. Either what he said, or his

modest countenance, or manner, was so pleasing to

his imperial majesty, that he took from his girdle a
purse, hanging from it for holding areca nut, and
presented it to him.”

After these ceremonies were over, some Hindoo
embassadors from Pegu, and some Mohammedans
from the neighborhood of the Caspian sea, were intro-

duced to tlie emperor on the right side of the throne
;

they repeated nine times the most devout pros-

trations, and were quickly dismissed. A sumptuous
banquet was then prepared, and the European guests

allowed to feast wdth his imperial majesty, wdio “gra-
ciously” sent them several dishes from his own table ;

when the repast was over, the venerable monarch
called his visitors round him, and “presented with his

own hands to them,” a goblet of wane. “He asked the

embassador the age of his own sovereign
; of which

being informed, he immediately replied, that he
heartily wished him to equal himself in years, which
had already amounted to eighty-three, and with as

perfect health. He was indeed yet so hale and vigor-

ous that he scarcely appeared to have existed as

many years, Jifty-seven, as in fact he had governed
the empire. When the festival was entirely over.

•i
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and he descended from the throne, he marched firm

and erect, and witliout tlie least symptom of infirmity,

to the open chair that was waiting for him.”
After this the embassador and his suite had oppor-

tunity of visiting the imperial “gardens or pleasure

grounds,” and of joining in the celebration of the

emperor’s birthday ; on which occasion the number
of troops assembled, was about eighty thousand, and
the number of officers about twelve thousand. But
the time had now arrived for the embassy to return

;

it left Jee-ho on the 21st of September; traveled

back upon the imperial highway; and made its re-

entrance into the capital with “ usual honors.” Short-

ly afterwards the emperor returned to Peking; in-

spected the presents; and called a council of his

ministers to take into consideration the letter from
the king of Great Britain, and to deliberate on the

mode of proceeding proper to be used towards his

subjects. An answer to the letter of his Britannic

majesty was soon prepared, and, with ‘^farewell pres-

ents,” in due form transmitted to the king’s “well be-

loved cousin and counsellor.” With the receipt of

these, Chinese etiquette required that the embassy
should cease ; nor could any personal communication

afterwards take place with the emperor. According-

ly, on the morning of the 7th of October, the em-
bassy left Peking; on the 19th of December, arrived

at Canton ; and on the 17th of March 1794, quitted

the shores of China.

Such was the progress of an embassy, which was
carried forward with greater splendor and ability

perhaps than any other mission that has ever visited

the court of China. And what did all this page-

antry and talent achieve 1 What melioration of

grievances did it effect I It was a mere visit of

ceremony. The advantages gained, or supposed to

have been gained, may be summed up in few words.

While the embassador was at Canton, the govern-

or promised him that “no obstruction should be

given on the part of government to the acajuisition



1833. to China, in 1793. 349

of tlie Chinese language by foreigners.” In his “good
disposition to protect tlie English,” his excellency

was confirmed by late dispatches from the emper-

or, in whicli his imperial majesty expressed “how
welcome tlie return of an English minister to his

court would be to him.” The governor added, “out

of another letter from the emperor, that as he meant
to resign his crown on the completion of the sixtieth

year of his reign, 1796, “he should be glad to see

such minister by that time, or as soon afterwards as

might be convenient. Thus the embassy, according

to the expectations w'hich led to the undertaking,

but contrary to the prospects which clouded it some-
times in its progress, succeeded at length, not only

in obtaining permission, but receiving an invitation,

for a similar intercourse with the court of China,

whenever the government of Great Britain and the

company shall deem expedient to renew it.” How
this contemplated “intercourse” has been sustained,

during the forty years which have now elapsed, we
need not undertake to tell

;
suffice it to remark, that,

in a commercial point of view, none are more in-

terested, and none are likely to succeed better in their

intercourse with the Chinese, than Britains.

In concluding this article, we cannot do better

than to quote the words of one who had long resided

at that capital, and w'ho was thoroughly acquainted

with the court of Peking. He says, that “ the Chi-

nese have no other idea of an embassy, than that of a
visit with presents, on some solemn festival, and to

last only during the continuance of the latter; that

accordingly, of the many embassies sent to them in

the past and present century, none of them were suf-

fered to pass that period
;
that in the present reign,

the embassador of the Portuguese, the most favored

nation, was dismissed in thirty-nine days; that the

Chinese have little notion of entering into treaties

iciUi foreign countries

;

but that whatever business

it might be desirable to transact with them, must,

after a favorable foundation for it, laid by the compli-
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ment of an embassy, be afterwards prosecuted to

effect by slow degrees, for that much might be ob-
tained from them by time and management, but

nothing suddenly.”

3IISCEL.LANIES.

Spamsii relations with the Chinese, viewed in connection
WITH THEIR EASTERN POSSESSIONS. Wc Were WlOllg ill OUF lilSt

iHHuber, in saying that Spanish ships are excluded from the port of
Canton ;

such is not the case. The Spanisli flag, as well as those

of all other European nations except Russia and Portugal, is al-

lowed to enter the tiger's mouthy or the Bogue. In fact, not one
of all the nations of Europe, enjoys so great privileges in China as

the Spanish; having liberty with the Portuguese to trade at Macao,
and access also to the ports of Canton and Amoy. But while they
have enjoyed these advantages on the one hand, the Chinese on
the other, have been treated by them with more rudeness and se-

verity, than any other people. And why are the Spaniards allow-

ed advantages which are denied to otlier nations'? And why suf-

fered to maltreat and oppress as they do, the subjects of the celes-

tial empire? “ /< have old custo7n," is the answer usually given

by the Chinese to the first question. In reply to the second, it

may be remarked, that the paternal kindness of the Chir.ese, so

often applauded by themselves, never extends beyond the bounda-
ries of their own empire ;

“ those who go away from their country,

are in the highest degree unfilial, and deserve the severest chas-

tisement.” This government seems to be wholly indiflerent to the

welfare of those of its subjects who go abroad to other countries.

That the Cliiiicse authorities are not entirely ignorant of the sit-

uation of their countrymen at Manila, we infer from the well-at-

tested fiict, that the system which they have long been endeavoring

to impose upon foreigners here, has been borrowed from the Span-
ish government. We are informed on the very best authority,

tliat Pwan-ke-qua, the father of a late well-known senior hong
merchant, and grandfather of him who now bears the same name,
having had occasion to visit Manila, saw there the harsh treatment

inflicted on the Chinese in order to keep them in subjection, and
marked it as a ‘ mode! and motive’ to be acted on, after his return

to Canton. He was a man possessed of considerable influence in

regard to all measures concerning foreigners ; and the restrictions

on their privileges, which he caused to be introduced, have been

gradually becoming more severe, since the middle of the last cen-

tury.

But notwithstanding the privileges of the Spaniards in this

country, they, actually carry on a less amount of trade with the Chi-
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nese, than most of the other nations which frequent these shores.

In addition to their otlicr advantages, tlieir possessions in the east

give them facilities for commercial intercourse with the Chinese,

far better than are enjoyed by any of the other nations of Europe.
To be thoroughly convinced of this fact, we need only look for a
moment at ‘the kingdom of the Philippines,’ which is the property

of the crown of Spain. A small volume entitled “ Remarks on
the Philippines, and on their capital Manila,” published in India

in 1828, will supply us with much information relative to our pre-

sent subject.

“ Of the numerous groups of islands which constitute the ma-
ritime division of Asia, the Philipj)ines, in situation, riches, fertil-

ity and salubrity, are equal or superior to any. Nature.has-lT^C~

reveled in all that poets or painters have thought or dreamed of
the unbounded luxuriance of Asiatic scenery. The lofty chains of
mountains, the rich and extensive slopes which form their bases,

the ever varying change of forest and savannah, of rivers and lakes,

the yet blazing volcanoes in the midst of forests, coeval perhaps
with their first eruption—all stamp her work with the miglity em-
blems of her creative and destroying powers. Java alone can com-
pete with them in fertility

;
but in riches, extent, situation and politi-

cal importance, it is far inferior.” Their position is strikingly advan-
tageous. “With India and the Malay archipelago on the west

> and south, the islands of the Pacific and the rising empires of the

New World on the east, the vast market of China at their doors,

their insular position and numerous rivers affording a facility of
communication and defense on every part of them, an active and
industrious population, climates of almost all varieties, a soil so fer-

tile in vegetable and mineral productions as almost to exceed creil-

ibility ; the Philippine islands alone, in the hands of an industrious

and commercial nation, and with a free and enlightened govern-
ment, wonld have become a mighty empire : they are a waste !”

By a census taken in 1817-18, their population amounted to

2,236,000 souls. Only a few hundreds of these are Europeans
;

the remainder are Negroes, Malays, Mestizos, and Creoles. “The
negroes are in all probability, the original inhabitants of these isl-

ands ;” they are small in stature, woolly headed and thick lipped
;

they subsist entirely on the chase, or on fruits, roots, herbs, or fish ;

they are often nearly or quite naked, and live in huts. Sometimes
however, they form villages in the deep vallies, and sow a little

maize or rice.

The Malays, or Indians as they are called by the Spaniards,
appear to have emigrated to this country at different times, and
from different parts of Borneo and the Celebes. Those of
the provinces are all “ a proud-spirited race of men; and such
materiasl, with proper culture, would form the foundation of all

that is great and excellent in human nature; “but for three hun-
dred years they have been ground to the earth with oppression

;

they have been crushed by tyranny; their spirit has been tortured

by abuse and contempt, and brutalized by ignorance.” It is not
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liere meant to accuse the Spanish laws ; many ofthem are excellent,

hut these are rarely enforced, or if they are, delay vitiates tlmir

effect. That this country, the most favored perhaps under heaven
hy nature, should have remained till the present day almost a

forest, is a circumstance which has generally excited surprise in

those who are acquainted with it, and has generally been account-

ed for hy attributing it to the lazitiess of the Spaniards and
Indians; but this is a superficial view of the subject; the true

reason why so little improvement has been made by the inhabit-

ants of the Philippines is, “ becanse there is no security for
property.'" Does an unfortunate Indian scrape together a few
dollars to buy a buffalo, in which consists his whole riches!

Woe to him if it is known ; and if his house is in a lonely situation,

he is infallibly robbed. Does he complain, and is the robber

caught 1 In a short time he is let loose again, to take ven-

geance on his accuser, and renew his depredations. Hundreds
of families are yearly ruined in this way.

The imperfect mode of trial, both in civil and criminal cases,

lays them open to a thousand frauds. While the civil power is thus

“shamefully corrupt or negligent of its duties, the church has not

Ibrgotten that she too has claims on the Indian. She has marked
out, exclusive of Sundays, above forty days in the year, on which
no labor must be performed throughout the islands. Exclusive of

these are numerous local feasts in honor of the patron saints of towns
and churches.” These feasts are invariably, after the procession

is over, scenes of gambling, drinking, and debauchery of every

description. Thus they unsettle and disturb the course of their

labors by calling off their attention from their domestic cares; and
by continually offering occasions of dissipation, destroy what little

spirit of economy or foresight may exist among so rude and igno-

rant a people. Notwithstanding all these disadvantages, the writer

of the “ Remarks” before us in summing up the character of the

Indian, says, “ He is brave, tolerably faithful, extremely sensible

to kind treatment, and feelingly alive, to injustiee and contempt,

jiroud of ancestry, which some of them carry to a remote epoch
;

foud of dress and show, hunting, riding, and other field exercises;

but prone to gambling and dissipation. He is active, industrious,

and remarkably ingenious. He possesses an acute ear, and a

good taste for music and painting, but little inclination for abstruse

studies. He has from nature excellent talents, but these are useless

for want of instruction. The little he has received, has rendered

him fanatical in religious opinions ; and long contempt and hope-

less misery have mingled with his character a degree of apathy,

which nothing but an entire change of system and long persever-

ance will eftace from it.
”

Under the name of mestizos are included by the author of the

book, not only the “ descendants of Spaniaz’ds by Indian women
and their progeny, but also those of Chinese, who are in general

whiter than either parent, and carefully distinguish themselves

from the Indians. The mestizos are, as their names denote, a
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mixed class, and, with the creoles of’ the country, like those of all

colonies, when uncorreeted by an European education, inherit the

vices of both progenitor's, with but few of the virtues of either.

Their character has but few marked traits
; the principal ones

are their vanity, industry, and trading ingenuity : as to the rest,

money is their god ; to obtain it they take all shapes, promise and
betray, submit to every thing, trample and are trampled on ; all is

alike tij them, if they get money ; and this, when obtained, they

dissipate in lawsuits, firing cannon, firewoj'ks, illuminations, pro-

cessions on feast days and rejoicings, in gifts to the churches, or

in gambling. This anomaly of action is the business of their

lives. Too proud to consider themselves as Indians, and not

sufficiently pure in blood to be acknowledged as Spaniards, they

affect the manners of the last, with the dress of the first, and des-

pising, are despised by both.” Sucli are the three great classes of

men which may be considered as natives of the Philippine islands.

The creole Spaniards, or those whose blood is but little mingled
with Indian ancestry, pass as Spaniards. Many of them are

respectable merchants, and men of large property, while others

are sunk in all the vices of the Indians and mestizos.

The government of the islands is composed of a governor, who
has the title of captain general

;
a lieut. governor ; and the supreme

court, which is also the council, and is composed of three judges

and two attorney generals. The financial affairs are under the

direction of an^ intendant, who may be called a financial go-

vernor. Commercial afi’airs are decided by the considado or

chamber of commerce, composed of all the principal, and in

Manila, some of the inferior merchants. The civic administra-

tion is confined to the ayvntfimienfo, which is composed of two
alcaldes, twelve regidors or aldermen, and a syndic ;

these en-

joy very extensive privileges, approaching those of houses of

assembly. The civil power and police are lodged in the hands
of a corregidor and two alcaldes ;

to the corregidor are subject the

Indian captains and officers of towns, who are annually elected

by the natives. The provinces, twenty-nine in number, are go-

verned by alcaldes, “ the determined enemies and the real oppres-

sors” of the Indians.

The ecclesiastical administration is composed of an archbishop

(of Manila), who has three suffragans, two on Luconia and one on
Zebu. The revenue of the archbishop is 4000, and that of the

bishops, 3000 dollars annually. The regular Spanish clergy of all

orders are about 250; the Indian clergy are in number from 800
to 1000.

Until very lately, these rich islands have been a constant burden
to the crown of Spain, money havingbeen annually sent from 31ex-

ico to supply their expenses. The establishment of the monopoly of

tobacco has principally contributed to supply this deficiency :
“ the

sales of this article amount more or less to $1,000,000 per annum.”
Another of these monopolies is that of cocoa wine, a weak kind of

spirit produced from the juice of the toddy tree, Borassus gomutus,

2U
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and Irom the nipa, Cocus nypa; of this large quantities are used
hy the natives, the net revenue to government varying from 2 to

:300,00(). The poll-tax, with some variations and exceptions, is$l^
for every married Indian, from the age of 24 to GO

; the mestizos
pay $3, and Chinese $G each. The customs produce from
1 to 300,000 dollars per annum. The remaining part of the re-

venue is derived from minor sources, such as cards, powder, stamps,
&c. The government maintains a tolerably efficient militipy and
marine establishment.

'I'he agriculture is but in its infancy. The soil is in general a
rich red mould, easily worked and very productive. Freejuent

rains, and numerous streams and rivers, add to its extraordinary

fertility. The country is seldom afflicted with droughts, but is at

times devastated by locusts. The buffaloes are used in all field la-

bor; and the horse which is very small, but hardy, is only employed
for riding. Rice and cane grow plentifully ;

“ the indigo plant is

very fine coffee and cotton are cultivated but only to a very

limited extent. Timber is excellent and plentiful. Their forests are

not infested with those ferocious animals which are the terror of

the other Asiatic countries. Serpents, however, attain an enor-

mous size ; the largest are those of the Boa genus. The supply

of minerals is “ inexhaustable.”

The merchant of Manila, according to Comyn, who wrote in

1809, is “ entirely different from the merchant of other parts of

the world ; he has no extensive correspondence, no books, or in-

tricate accounts ; his operations are confined to a shipment of

bales to Acapulco, and to receiving the silver in return ; and in

forty years, only one or two instances have occurred wherein

bankrupts have been able to produce a correct set of books to the

chamber of commerce.” But says our author, “ they are now
much improved, and though not excessively enterprising, arc

better acquainted with the true principles of commerce.” We
need not detain the reader here with any account of the funds

employed in their trade, or of that deep rooted jealousy which the

Spaniards of the riiilippines long cherislied towards all that is not

their own. Since 1800, however, foreigners have been gradually

admitted, and they have supplied the wants of the country by in-

troducing European articles, and carrying off surplus produce,

when a sufficient quantity could be procured to employ their cap-

ital. The whole number of vessels which entered the port of

Manila in 1827 was eighty-three ; of these, 34 were '•‘nacionaksP

and 49 “ estrangcros
;
” and of these latter, nine were from the

ports of China, north of Canton. In 1818, the number of foreign

vessels was fifty-two : articles brought in these ships were cambrics,

woolens, silks, printed cottons, wines, spirits, birds’ nests, tortoise

sbcll, wax, teas, dollars, etc. An active coasting trade is carried

on by the natives among the islands, though they suffer dreadfully

from pirates.

“A most serious drawback,” among other hindrances to the

.Qomuiercial prosperity of the Philippines, “has been the negligence
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or ignorance, or both, which have prevented the cstahlishmetit of

bonded wareliouses, or a system of drawback duties on re-expor-

tations. A glance at their position, and the consideration of the

monsoons, will convince any one, that this was of all things that

for which ample provision should have been made ; and it would
be no exaggeration to say, that this commerce would in a few years

have increased tenfold with China alone, had this plan been adopt-

ed. The enormous duties and vexatious spirit of the Chinese go-
vernment, together with what must often be the case, the fleecing

combinations of the hong merchants, would long ago have driven

away every vessel from their ports^ could another have been found
near enough to insure a supply of goods, which from the enterpris-

ing spirit of the Chinese, could not have failed. Manila is this

port. * * *
It would be foreign to the object ofa cursory sketch,

like the present, to enter further into the details of the subject.

Enough has been said to bear out an assertion, which those who
are acquainted with the trade will not think exaggerated, that had
this system been fairly and equitably established, one half of the

trade to China, would before this, have centered at Manila
; and

it is only at Manila that the advantages of such a transit could

have been unknown or neglected in the nineteenth century.”

We have followed our author much further in detail than we at

first intended
; and we have done this solely in consideration of

the interest and importance of the facts which he narrates, and
which, generally, are fully corroborated by a manuscript account
written in 1830. If in a single instance vve have deviated at all

from the truth, it has been unintentional; we owe the Spaniards
nothing but good-will; and we deeply regret that they have turned

to so bad account the privileges which they have enjoyed, and con-
tributed, as they certainly have done, to raise and strengthen the

barrier which has separated China from the rest of the nations.

The Philippines were discovered by Europeans early in the 16th

century, and received their present name in 1543. They were
shortly after visited by the Chinese, whom the Spaniards have al-

ways, from that to the present time, regarded with jealousy and
treated with hostility ; sometimes interrupting their commerce or

expelling them from their territories, and sometimes slaughtering

them in gre.at numbers.
Note. Since the above was in type, a friend has informed us, that he thinks

the warehouse system, which our author recommends, has been established.

Free Trade with the Chinese.

A VARIETY of documents have lately been received from Europe
relative to the affairs of India and China

; the latter of course arc

the most interesting to this community, as they contain the poli-

cy proposed to be pursued in regard to our trade with this place,

which is the broad principle of free commerce.
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In adopting this principle, ministers have no doubt been influ-

enced by tbe public feeling, and tlie growing aversion to exclusive

preferences in any shape. The stationary nature of British com-
merce with China had long attracted public attention, and the

opinions of the day are the growth of many years. The rapid

increase of the Indian trade, contrary to the affirmations and as-

severations against the possibility of it, established a conviction of

the fallacy of the views taken by the company’s servants, even by
the most talented of them. But the most influential fact with re-

gard to China, was the glaring circumstance of other nations, par-

ticularly the Americans, becoming the carriers of Europe, which
the company did not partake in, and which they would not abandon
to free British shipping. Another fact no doubt operated, name-
ly, that the export of manufactures by the company did not supply

the wants of China, and that the trade fell into foreign hands to

the exclusion of British shipping and capital.

It has been judiciously remarked by a friend, that the commit-

tee of foreign trade of the House of Lords in 1820, was formed in

all probability with regard to India, for the purpose of giving the

East India Company an opportunity of conceding that to the na-

tion, which was not available to themselves. Such an act would

have been viewed in a liberal light by the British community, and
any reasonable extension of their charter would have been conced-

ed in return. Fortunately they did not avail themselves of it, or

we might have been obliged to wait five or ten years longer for that

which now appears almost within immediate attainment.

The British trade with China is now becoming the property of

the free merchant; and how we may avoid past errors, and turn

it to the best advantage is a very important consideration. With
regard to the new regulations of the trade we know little ; nor do
ministers appear to have fully made up their minds. As the press

of Canton has attracted their attention, a casual hint that local

knowledge may give, may not be entirely without its use.—And
first, a short view of our early connections with China, and of the

advantage or otherwise of our policy, may not be altogether su-

perfluous.

The British nation, after a long series of intercourse, remains on

as unsocial a footing as ever. The reverse of what takes place

in the usual intercourse of nations, has resulted from ours with the

Chinese. The intolerant nature of the Chinese government re-

pels every nation from intercourse, and submission has tended to

widen the distance, by increasing their contempt of us. The ear-

ly contentions between the Portuguese and Dutch, and subseejuent-

ly with ourselves, most materisilly deteriorated European character

in their estimation. Hence has arisen that arbitrary conduct, and

that insolent language, which has since been so strictly adhered to.

It has at length become habitual, and firmly grafted on their habits

and feelings ;
nor has there been any thing in our policy calculated

to raise us in their estimation.
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The prejudice ai^inst foreigners is even extended to those of their

own nation who trade with them. The hong merchants seem to

he in some measure out of the pale of the law that ))rotects others
;

and to he exposed to extortion, which is not applied to the Chinese

))eople generally. The delivering up of the gunner of the Lady
Hughes, and the conduct of admiral Drury, have confirmed this

feeling; and many other acts, in common with these, have tended

to establish more firndy the prepossessions against us.

The magnitude of the Dritish trade has heen brought forward as

tending to give weight to the national character
; hut the facts ui)on

which this assumption is fouiuhal are at best hut of a negative kind.

Passing over |)revious disputes, we come to that of 1829 ; which is

remarkable as being different from all others, inasmuch as in all

former disputes we were put on the defensive; in this we took an
opposite position, and gave the Chinese to understand, that uidess

they complied with our wishes, we declined to trade with them.
The influence of British commerce was fairly brought into the

.scale and found wanting. The most that could be obtained were
a few minor concessions ; and British influence has at no time ever

extended beyond this. In fact, we do not appear to have emerg-
ed at any time from that character, which we had early fixed upon
ourselves; and we continue to be considered as poor foreigners

and traders
;
which character has been fatal |to any social, or more

elevated, intercourse.

It has been more than once suggested, that the appointment of

consul being given to the chief British authority, would add to his

weight and consideration here. But it seems to have been entire-

ly overlooked, that such an appointment could have no influence

in overcoming long established prejudice, created by our early acts,

and confirmed by the failure of our more recent ones. Nor is it

reasonable to think that any honorary ap])ointment could be com-
prehended by the Chinese ;

at least to an extent that should be

able to overcome the prejudice of years. As difficult would it be
to convince an enlightened Englishman of the day, that an educat-

ed and talented merchant or supercargo, is not fit company for a
peer or a prince, as to convince a Chinese that a foreign trader,

is fit company for a mandarin of even ordinary rank.

It is the failure of not knowing ourselves, in our relative posi-

tion with regard to the Chinese, in which all our errors are ground-
ed. It is in vain that we know, and feel, that we are gentlemen,
and engaged in a profession equal with those that rank the high-

est, if there be an alloy in the sight of others, that we cannot over-

come or dissipate. In short, we pos.sess a tainted character witli

the Chinese, and until our government raises it by just and effi-

cient measures, we must confess our fault, and have our sins ever
before us. By so doing, we shall avoid, at least, past errors and
incongruities. Let us take one for e.xample; no doubt can be well

entertained, that our embassies should never have come to Canton,
and associated with resident merchants and supercargoes of the

place. What could be more incongruous to Chinese notions, than
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to see poor merchants and foreigners mixed up with a great man-
darin authority, the representative of his eelestial majesty’s

cqvall What impression could the Chinese receive, when they
saw theirown classification of extreme raidts, the antipodes in fact,

so jumbled together, that it w'as utterly impossible to form any true

notion respecting the embassy, or reconcile its component parts

with each other, or with their own ideas of reason and common
sense ? They might well ask the question whether it came from
the company or from the king. They could not possibly avoid

having some misgivings, and even having suspicions of a surrepti-

tious attem|)t to im|)osc on them. Whatever may have been their

precise notions, the embassy was evidently deteriorated below
mediocrity; and its treatment marks the fiict.

This has been more particularly dwelt upon, as it is the ignis

fatuus\t\\dX has allured us into error, and by a full knowledge of

which we can alone act ilnore skillfully in future, and avoid the fol-

ly of attributing to ourselves, an influence that we possess only in

a very limited degree. Let us not run, however, upon Charybdis

or refuse ourselves honor where honor is due. A trade of magni-

tude, such as the British trade to Canton, or the company’s t.aken

separately, whether conducted by an individual, or by a body, must
always have weight and influence; but flie degree must mainly de-

pend upon the talent and ability, with which either the one or the

other conducts the trade ; it being necessary to form a just estima-

tion of the weight of such influence, and not to apply it beyond its

just powers, and thus render it inefficient, which has been one of

our past errors.

But this species of influence when applied to a government can

at best be but of a minor nature. The only thing that has raised

our character above its debasement, and created an influence with

the Chinese, is the conduct of our men-of-war. They indeed

have established a character which makes the Chinese tremble at

the knowledge of their approach: no considerations have induced

them to submit to any thing, that was not due to their own high

characters, and the honor of their sovereign’s flag. The Centurion,

the Topaze, the Alceste, may be named as having created a real

influence with the Chinese, distinct and elevated, far above that

which may be supposed to arise from the magnitude of our trade.

Their conduct has produced a distinct notion of British mandarin

authority, weighty and uncompromising, a power distinct from

commerce, the very opposite of a submissive temporizing character.

Nothing can more strongly mark the low ebb a,t which we stand,

than the means we are obliged to employ to obtain redress for

any grievance of importance; namely, by assembling in large bo-

dies and by forcing our way into the prohibited city; and nothing

can be more offensive to the Chinese authorities, where the forms

of gravity, order and sobriety are so strictly kept up. Yet so firm-

ly are their prejudices fixed, that they will not listen to the milder

means that are generally, in the first instance, resorted to through

the hong merchants. They permit themselves to be tumultuously
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bearded by tliose they accustom themselves to despise
;
aud thus

allow an example ot‘ insubordination, which if followed by the peo-

ple would be fatal to themselves and their government. For it is

well known that the Tartar dynasty floats upon a smooth, but dan-

gerous sea, and that its existence depends upon tlic habit of tran-

quil obedience to their authority. Sensible of this, the high autho-

rities view with abhorrence any thing, however remote, that savors

of perturbation
;
yet obnoxious as it is, they submit to it, rather than

deviate from their fixed hahits of haughtiness aud contempt.

We in fact as merchants have little influence, and it appears lit-

tle short of absurdity to have supposed that any honorary title could

in any way, elevate those whose rank and situation are essentially

mercantile. But under existing circumstances, some authority will

undouhtedly be appointed ; and the first essential object is, and
undoubtedly will be, to keep him distinct from any thing like a

commercial character. It matters not what his designation be

;

whether consular, or some higher title be selected ;
but it is import-

ant that it be distinct, and invested with authority and rank which
the Chinese should distinguish as mandarin Authority, that is au-

thority emanating directly from the king, llie objection is unim-
portant that has been urged with regard to the Chinese recognizing

him
;
on necessary occasions, whenever broils may take place, his

coming forward for the object of adjustment will virtually involve

recognition.

The great difficulty that presents itself, is that of keeping the

authority, whether diplomatic or consular, in that elevation that

it is requisite he should hold with relation to the Chinese ; for it is

evident he could only enter into intercourse with the governor or

hoppo, or at least with officers of the highest rank.

A chamber of commerce will in all probability remedy this in-

convenience; at least, no other at this moment suggests itself to

our minds, and it might perhaps be so formed, as to exist in contra-

distinction to the co-hong, if composed, as we suppose it must be,

of the residejit merchants of the place
;
and no doubt can be en-

tertained of the efficacy of the consultations of talented and edu-

cated men, inspired by a common interest. The co-hong would
then be balanced by the chamber of commerce, and arrange with
them in all matters of trade ; the king’s authority holding himself
superior to either, and admitting of no equality but with the go-
vernor or hoppo.

A species of authority might then be established
; the parties

might be invested with civil and criminal jurisdiction
; determine

disputes about wages and engagements, &c.,and try the misconduct
of sailors. Such powers would tend materially to prevent disputes.

A jury might be formed, composed of captains, officers, merchants,
*fcc.

;
and the authorities empowered be to administer prompt pun-

ishments. Such acts might be made consistent with British law,
and have weight and eflect tvith the Chinese authorities.

Although a government authority is recommended, it may be ob-

served, that the China trade could be conducted by the establish-
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mentofa cliainbor of commerce, without any intervention on tlie

part of government, except as may be required for its formation, re-

gulation, and i)rotection. Such a ste)) would be the slightest pos-

sible removal from the past system, and would much resemble in

character and functions, the company’s committee of snpercariiocs

about to expire. The free trade of China would in a great mea-
sure be left to itself, in its first elforts,- after emancipation from past

trammels. It must certainly be ailmitted to be a reasonable expe-
riment, which if failing, government would have the power of step-

ihng in when they might deem it ex|)edient.

Some regulations might be formed for its guidance of a general

nature, .and tbc |)rcsidcnt instructed from time to time to inform go-
vernment of its proceedings : it might adopt the routine of the select

committee and continue their records. This view is suggested by
the perusal of the jiroijosed changes contained in Mr. Grant’s letter

to the secret committee of the 12th of February 1833, in which an
o|)en trade to China seems fully determined ujion. It would leave

the free traders to themselves for a time, that the “fiatient, thrifty,

dexterous assiduity cf private and untrammeled cnterjirize ” might
have full scope.

It is not probable that men possessing these qualities would be

content with or be confined, like the company, to Canton as the

object and the end of their views; nor would they in all probabil-

ity leave so noble a field as China, accessible only through one
port. Their untramrneled enterprize will advance to other ports,

nor stop until it has passed the coast of China, traversed the Yel-

low sea, and put to the test the repulsive patience of the Coreans
and Japanese. Past traders may ask, “why should they do all

this, and force upon a government that which they wish to avoid

taking,” and which they ought to add, “theyjcop/e are too willing

if possible to receive?” Surely no morale will be urged against it.

For they have notoriously supplied a deleterious drug, and collat-

erally aided its introduction into a country where it is expressly

prohibited We cannot for a moment presume to contrast the in-

troduction of goods and wares which contribute to the comforts and
happiness of the people, with the introduction of that which ener-

vates and destroys. It is not intended, there is no wish to speak
disrespectfully; but it has been repeatedly asked, what right Jiave

we to force a trade which the Chinese government object to; and
that we have no right has been urged against the extension of com-
merce by free traders. Should this argument however have any
weight, it falls infinitely heavier upon the introduction of a prohi-

bited and objectionable article, than upon those which are recog-

nized by law, and admitted under regulated duties; yet this smug-
gling trade bears manifest indications of what untrannneled en-

terprize can do. Ten or twelve years ago 6000 chests supplied

the market
;
now 22,000 is about the amount annually consumed.

If you ask a Chinese the cause of this extraordinary increase, he
will answer in his crude way, “China has got too much people.”
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Tlie countries above mentioned, as well as China, have been a

dead letter heretofore to onr commerce ; by breaking uj) the, nxo-

nopoly, a chain is destroyed that hound these beautiful provinces

and kingdoms together, and excluded British enterprize from ope-

rating upon them. In destroying this barrier, it is no hy[)orhole to

.say “ the Pyrenees are removed.” Populous countries are laid

open to us, and the first great political step is taken, to make these

countries administer to the comfort, and form a part of the social

system of nations.

Great as the expectations are which the China trade holds out,

we are met at the threshold, by a confirmed antisocial system, so

fixed and stubborn, that it has hitherto resisted all endeavors to

overcome it. These endeavors it is true have been ill adapted to

the end ;
and some, so insignificant and puerile as to have rather

confirmed than eradicated existing evils. The means of evading,

of mitigating, or of overcoming this obnoxious, repulsive system

are forcibly thrust upon our consideration. The question is one

of no small difficulty ; it embraces a variety of considerations, of-

ten contradictory, and attended with all that entanglement, which
invariably results from a highly civilized nation’s coming in contact

with one replete with notions of the highest barbarism, and where
no standard, like the law of nations, can he made to apply equally

to both.

Briefly as it is proposed to treat this question, it must be done
somewhat seriatim, that the subject as a whole may be brought to

our view; and first let a chamber of commerce be spoken of.

This, while it gives consistency and weight to tlie deliberative

acts of merchants, forms a court or committee of record; its char-

acter would be so quiescent, that it could be considered only as a
continuance of our past passive system, and at the same time, leaves

the free merchant at liberty to follow his own plans. Certainly to

see. the British free merchant, with his principles of free intercourse,

stimulated by the hope of personal advantage, struggling to over-

come the obstinacy of a people, (it should be government, for the

people are decidedly with us,) inspired with the most opposite sen-

timents, will be a sight at once singular and instructive.

The process if successful, can be but slow and progressive; and
if it be found inefficient, or of doubtful success, it must be admit-
ted that it is the first and the most natural position in which to

place the two parties. And it may be asked, short of the applica-

tion of force, what power has England to put in action, equal to

the energy of the commercial spirit, or likely to act so constantly

upon the repulsive character of the Chinese government?
It may be objected, that the field has been open to the Ameri-

cans, and that they have not availed themselves of it. This objec-

tion, with one or two others, is more specious than solid. The
Americans have not been a manufacturing nation, their ojierations

with China have been exclusively those of commerce; but the En-
glish are not alone commercial, there are other principles of im-'

pulse more powerful than commerce, which may be said to qve*'
2V
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rule, and constantly propel it. These are our capital, our manu-
factruing interest, our power-looms, which cry out “obtain us but a

sale for our goods, and we will supply any quantity.” It is evident

therefore, that no comparison can be made between America and
ourselves, in any way bearing upon the question ; with this propel-

ing power constantly in action, and operating upon China, there

will be a stimulus existing, which the Americans will be in want
of, and which changes the essential quality of this question.

There appears to be something substantially proper, in the pre-

sent state of things, in leaving our merchants to their own tact and
ingenuity. Yet it is subject to the great objection, that it leaves

unamended the real evils of past times; and we should advance
nothing towards putting our commerce and revenue on a more se-

cure basis ; for our revenue and commerce are inseparably united.

No one can doubt their magnitude or importance, yet they rest upon
the most transient, insecure foundation. Mr. W. S. Davidson, in

his reply, 6344 of evidence, says very truly, “that complete pro-

hibition of trade with foreigners is unavoidable, sooner or later

under our present undignified system, and earlier under ah open
trade unquestionably.” Some of the acts of this undignified sys-

tem have been already noticed.

Although a governmental authoi-ity has been spoken of, and
in some measure recommended, we must not shut our eyes to the

position he will be placed in, supposing him to have simply a pas-

sive character ;
the difficulties and disadvantages of which are not

of a common nature.

Let it be supposed that all intervening difficulties arc overcome;

that a king’s authority is recognized by the Chinese as having com-
plete control over British interest in China, and in communica-
tion, (as he should be,) with the governor and hoppo, a supposition

most gratuitous
; but it will serve to illustrate the position in which

he may be placed, and probably would be placed, by the cunning

diplomacy of his antagonists.

The first acts of the free traders after the Canton market be-

came glutted, would be to press their way into other ports, and it

may be said infest the ports of China ;
a circumstance that would

not fail of alarming the Chinese authorities, and they would turn

to the king’s authority to put a stop to it. To act upon such a re-

quisition, would be to destroy that extensive field that is now open-

ing to our commerce : the officer would find liimself in an awkward
dilemma. He would be obliged to refuse any interference in the

suppression of a trade, which the Chinese would represent as being

against their fundamental laws, or should he be induced to acqui-

esce, he would destroy one of the most valuable advantages likely

to arise from our open trade.

They might then demand the suppression of the opium trade.

This exists under prohibitions so severe that little doubt can be

entertained of the desire of the Chinese government to suppress it,

and no doubt as to the duty of the authorities so to do ; who, (such

is their venality,) protect it, and receiving bribes for the same, it
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may be said, obtain a revenue by connivance. Tliis illicit commerce
is so interwoven with our financial system in India, as well as with

our commerce, that it is not inferior in importance to the revenue

obtained from tea at home. These two points are sufficient to

show the case put. They would seize these to argue upon, place

themselves upon the vantage ground, and refuse any concessions

until we had complied with their laws. In what a position then

would an authority be i)laced. He could only have put himself

in communication with the Chinese (at least the case is supposed,)

by the representation of the equitable character of the sovereign,

whom he represented, and by bis own disposition to be guided by

justice and equity in his transactions with them. Yet he would
find his pretensions and professions invalidated by demands, so

grounded in law and justice, that they could not be with reason

refused, but as assuredly they could not be complied with.

It is useless to enter into any notice of the many arguments that

might be used to repel these demands, or of the casuistry that

might be employed
; the main facts after all, would remain the

same ; namely, that any confidence that might be obtained, would
be destroyed, and his office reduced to a dead letter.

Such are some of the difficulties, and they are of no small magni-
tude, which a governmental authority would have to encounter,

could he effect an impossibility or what at present may be consi-

dered as such, i. e. insinuate himself into a communication with

the head authorities of Canton. Hence it is a question, whether
such a position is desirable or could be made beneficial. A cham-
ber of commerce, acting simply in the affairs of trade, and not

having or presuming to have, any delegated authority, seems some-
what preferable also, from the circumstance, that no new character

would be introduced to alarm the Chinese, and that the present

British residents are quite equal in point of talent and numbers
to form themselves into one. They would be equal in point of un-

ity and influence with the select committee of the company, and
perhaps superior as combining a greater number of interests.

In this short review of the probable position of a passive au-

thority, (and some only of the inconveniences have been pointed

out,) it will appear, that the appointment would be of little prac-

tical utility, little or nothing could be effected by him, and abso-

lutely nothing, towards placing the British subject free from the

oppressions, annoyances and insults, to which he is daily exposed
in common with those occurring under the select committee.

These evils have not, nor can they be adequately described. The
major ones, are not only great, but the minor ones are perpetual

and incessant. The free spirit must one day recoil against one
class of injuries or the other, under the present state of things,

and the minister of England w'ould be wrong, not to expect to

receive by every dispatch, the account of some formidable rupture,

and his scheme of finance, to the amount of some three or four

millions, involved.
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If an authority tlierefore be placed in China, he must be an
efficient one, and vested with powers of no ordinary nature

; as

being placed in a position that may force him into a state of
war in spite of his best endeavors to the contrary ; nor indeed,

should our valuable commerce and revenue, both to India and
Great Britain, be permitted to remain subject to a caprice, that a

few gun-boats laid alongside the city would overrule by the dis-

charge of a few mortars. The governor and hoppo would soon find

that their freaks of fancy were no longer the pastime they used

to be, and that it was not prudent to provoke those who were
willing to be their friends, merely that they might gratify their

assumed superiority, and exhibit their contempt of us to the com-
mon people.

The result of war with the Chinese cannot be doubted, but re-

flection will suggest, whether more apprehension is not to be en-

tertained of the fatal consequences that would attach to China
itself, should the spark of war once be lighted, by the internal

revolutions it would create without any extrinsic aid, than doubt

of what would be effected by ourselves, should we be driven to that

extreme.

Putting aside for the present, this deeply important considera-

tion, we will consider it merely in the abstract, and rather as it

relates to ourselves than to them. Hostilities with China are of

the most anomalous nature ; as the slightest application of them,

may produce the effect required, or force us into all the extreme

operations of war. That we shall one day be coerced into it, we
take for granted. It is unreasonable to expect that we shall be

less exposed than heretofore, and it is utterly impossible that ag-

gression can be overlooked
;
nor indeed is there any cause that it

should be. When we reflect that our intercourse has been put in

abeyance, for refusing to deliver up individuals, demanded for no

other object than for immolation, we must revolt against the idea

of its future recurrence. The case of the American is the last

instance ;
he was delivered up on the promise that justice should

be rendered; the next morning he was strangled. Acts of this

nature, possessing their own peculiar features of aggravation can-

not but involve hostility.

Our position would then be this ; we must succeed, or fall infinite-

ly below our present level :—having passed the Rubicon we must

proceed to Rome, or lose the empire. Another admiral Drury’s

affair would be fatal to us, from the effects of which we have not

yet recovered, notwithstanding the more recent spirited conduct of

our navy. In short, we might be obliged to establish an embargo

on their shipping about Canton, or extend it to the whole coast,

or cut oft’ their communications by the great canal, or land an

army of fifteen or twenty thousand men in the Yellow sea, and

obtain a substantial commercial treaty under the walls of Peking,

But we must first ask, are there not objects far more worthy of

contending for, than the port of Canton ;
and ground much better
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adapted to contend upon, than that, situated attJie extremity ol’a

great em])ire'? Tliese questions must botli l>e answered in tlie

affirmative. The j)ast traders to Canton, it is true, have confined

their attention to tliat place, and abandoned ports we once pos-

sessed to tlie eastward. Under existing circumstances, (always

referring to Mr. Grant’s letter,) “the Pyrenees are removed,” our

views become less bounded. The question is no longer of Canton,
but of China entire ; from a minor object, we turn our eyes, as it

were, to the rising sun.

e must then repeat, that China entire, a coast of 1000 miles,

with a dense [lopulation among whom British manufactures have not

yet obtained an entry, is the more worthy object of our attention.

And when we consider, that this may be obtained, with no greater

ellbrts,’ no greater exertions, no greater tact, than is necessary

to obtain the commerce of a provincial town of the empire.

Canton diminishes in magnitude and importance.

Taking then this eidarged object, as the proper landmark
upon which to direct our efforts. Canton should no longer be
the base of operations, be they of negotiation, of peace, or of
war. As we proceed, other causes will be shown, why this local-

ity should cease to be the point d'appui, and why this jioiiit

should be transferred to the seat, or the centre of the empire.

An admiral’s station should therefore be selected. For the

sake of resting upon some point, let Ning-po be adopted, or the

adjacent island of Chusan. This locality is well known ; it is

fully described by the foreign missionaries, by Du Halde, and
was formerly the station of a British factory. This place is

mentioned for the sake of removing us from Canton. But close

and minute investigation may show, that a position more north-

ward, about the great promontory of Shantung, might be more
desirable, or perhaps a station near the mouth of one of the two
great rivers. The latter position would command the great

artery of internal commerce— the grand canal
;
a circle of 100

miles diameter, containing within its circumference six to eight of
the largest and richest cities of the empire.

Hostilities, and the impossibility of avoiding them, have been
already touched upon; and it is now requisite to enter into some
brief notices on this point. It must ho\vever be premised, that

wanton or inconsiderate hostility would never be tolerated by
a British parliament, nor is it consistent with the moral or political

feeling of the people of Great Britain
;
much less would we pre-

sume to offer any remarks tending to such an end. This obser-
vation is requisite, that any following ones may not be entangled
or deteriorated, and to mark the fact and circumstance, that when
we speak of hostility, it is under the supposition, that it has been
forced upon us, and that more than adequate cause has been
given.

Our navy must always form a prominent feature with regard
to China, not only from its own pre-eminence but also from the

accessibility of the Chinese coast. The effect produced by the
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uncoinprouusiiig coiuliict of onr meii-of-\var lias already been notic-

ed ; their jiower has never failed to overawe the Chinese when-
ever duly exerted, and to produce upon them the most remark-
able effect. The s%;cumhing to the spirited conduct of the Topaze
and Alceste is sufficiently illustrative of the fact, not to require any
additional force from comment. The company, in their negotia-
tions with government, have repeatedly set forth the influence of
their servants in China, which they only possessed to a limited

degree, and may almost be said not to have possessed at all ; what-
ever did or does exist, with regard to the British nation, we owe
to the spirited conduct of our navy. It has been before observ-

ed of them, that no considerations of a less elevated character

were ever permitted to interfere with the honor of the British

nation and the royal flag.

That the Chinese are sensible of their incapacity and weakness,
we have many proofs ;

witness their solicitude to get the shipping
from their shores which conveyed hither our embassies. In fact,

the empire is at present in so crumbling a state, that they dread
danger beforehand, and fear the slightest external symptom, that

might ruffle the torpid calmness of their government. That we
have been most unwittingly, and ignobly the creatures of their policy,

cannot fail to gleam upon us, perhaps with a blush, as we investi-

gate; for we must remember that we have suffered insults of no
small magnitude. That they have skilfully played their game
cannot be doubted ; but the range of our vision is now extended,

and we must acquire juster perceptions and retort their own game
upon them.

We ourselves must practice upon their fears, and change the

current that has so skilfully been set against us; and instead of

prohibiting our shi|)s of war from appearing, instead of soliciting

that no men-of-war should approach China, let them rather be

invited to show tbemselves; there are certainly ample objects of

nautical pursuit for the employment of our ships of war in the

Ciiina and eastern seas. These have hitherto been forbidden regions,

for which no good reason can be .assigned, unless monopoly fears

may be considered as such. In the employment of them in the

various services that may be suggested, they should visit the Chi-

nese ports, in the same way as those of civilized nations, and

claim the same resjiect and attention that is due to his majesty’s

flag; on all occasions making due allowance, as to form, but noth-

ing to the want of respect that is due. Conceding everything to

courtesy, but nothing to arrogance and insult.

The presence of our cruizers would sufficiently alarm them,

however friendly might be our conduct, nor is it desirable that

it should be otherwise. It might probably invert the past order

of things, and oblige them to be the complainants. They might

first refer to Canton. If a chamber of commerce were there, they

could only answer, as the select committee have only been .able

to answer, that a mandarin ship was above them, and beyond

^lieir control. Urged by their fears they might send an address to
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the viceroy of ludia. One tliino; we niiglit look to with certainty,

that with such companions on the coast they would not proceed to

any extremity, or touch the trade of Canton. In short, we must
establish a new base of operations, by the formation of a flag sta-

tion ;
and that base should be about the centre of the coast of

China, or nearer to Peking.

The appearance of our ships on the coast of China, whether of

war or of commerce, would be received and repelled, by two
conflicting dispositions;—they would be received with joy and
satisfaction by the great mass of the Chinese j)opulation

; they would

be opposed and repulsed by the mandarins or officers of govern-

ment with a more dominant power. A deep and distinctive line

must he drawn between the nine-tenths of tlic Chinese population

who delight in the exchange of civilities, and enjoy themselves in

social intercourse ; and the remaining tenth, who form the manda-
rins, or Tartar officers of government of all grades; whose study

it is to maintain the rule, that has obtained against foreigners, and
to enforce it upon the people.

Yet it must not be hastily inferred that the mandarins or officers

of government are averse to intercourse. The provincial ones

are materially benefited by it; there is not a single office about

Canton that has not its price, which is paid for, by extortion

from foreigners. New ports of trade would open advantages which
Canton is now usually known to possess. Hence their cupidity is

strongly tempted, and there is no doubt of their willingness to relax.

But they are withheld by the espionage of mandarins of the court,

who would readily avail themselves of the slightest opening to

charge them with negligence of duty in regard to foreigners, that

they might displace them, and again sell their posts.

This manifests strongly the necessity of drawing nearer to the

court. It is at the fountain head that we must turn the current

into the proper channels. To negotiate at Canton, and for Canton,
would be a waste of time, and of no practical utility. The
Chinese government will be as much at ease, as if w'e communicat-
ed from England. Create apprehensions from without, apj)roach

the capital, and we shall have attention from within; until then,

little shall we do with the Chinese
;
then, much may be hoped for.

These remarks may appear to have little to do with hostilities,

the subject we proposed speaking of ;
but it must be remendiered

what is here spoken of, is a sort of hostilities demonstrative, and
would be so considered by the Chinese; hence, they would have a

more powerful effect : when we come to speak of negotiation, their

value will become more clear..

The flag ship was supposed to be established in the port of

with hercruizers; the most valuable would certainly be our small

sloops of war and flat bottomed gun-boats. It will be seen by
reference to the maps, that the admiral would possess, by means of
the Ilwang-ho and other rivers, facilities for operating upon the

grand canal and cutting off the supplies of Peking. It is scarcely

necessary to notice the magnitude of the consequences that would
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rpsnlt from sucli an act, and its overwhelming effect upon the

capital of the empire.

-\n embargo would be a minor and more preparatory act. Yet
in this we are struck with its weight, as alfecting the Cliinese.

At once is brought to view the whole of the Chinese coast, studded
with boats, craft, and junks, the feeders of the empire. These are

totally unprotected, and even the stoutest among them, unable to

contend with the meanest of our cruizers. It is difficult to find

terms to express adecpiately the disparity between what is Chinese
and what is European with regard to the military and to the navy.

One small brig of war, may be considered equal to the mightiest

of their junks of war; one battalion as equal to any 1 0,000 men they

could produce. As to military numbers, in a most serious recent

rebellion, they are said not to have been able to produce more than

15,000 men in the field, although their muster roll, like that of their

population, is enormous. It is not pretended that this is any
just estimate, it is merely to render our vague notions less inde-

finite. Of the effeminate character of the Chinese, both physi-

cal and moral, few can have, without some local knowledge,
any just idea; and this effeminacy singularly agrees with their

social h?ibits, and trafficking dispositions.

An embargo would carry with it consequences the most weighty.

That we should ever be driven to it, by the unimportant causes,

that will one day lead to it, cannot but be a matter of deep regret;

and when we consider its effect upon a portion, and an extensive

])ortion, of an innocent population—feelings both of justice and
humanity loudly call upon us, to suffer no considerations, of a less

generous nature, to prevent us from devising the means of averting

so inhuman a recourse. Our interests with this nation have be-

come too mutual to be easily severed
; too valuable to be left upon

the present basis of caprice and chance
; too capable of extension

to be treated with monopoly indifference
;
and above all, too sus-

ceptible of being placed upon a substantial basis of mutual inter-

ests, not to demand the most serious and immediate attention of

government at home for the common benefit of both empires.

—

With all possible respect, it may be asked, shall one of two great

exclusive barriers which the Chinese have erected, be permitted to

exist for ever? The Tartars, in centuries gone by, passed the

great wall of China, and seated themselves upon the throne

;

that wall now remains, hut an eternal monument of Chinese co-

wardice and imbecility. Yet the invisible one of prejudice, the wall

constructed by a tithe of the people, still towers in all its strength,

and the enlightened nations of Europe,—the Ilritish who pride

themselves upon their intellect, who would scorn to be called dupes,

crouch nevertheless to its influence, and it may he said, worship

the edifice they have contributed to erect.

But to return; an embargo would intercept their supplies of

fish, rice and salt, destroy a large portion of their tribute and re-

venue, and carry distress to the inmost recesses of the empire.
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Onr brigs of war, intercepting these articles from the islands of

Hainan and Formosa, the granaries of the adj-acent provinces,

would act so forcibly upon the wants of the population, that no
government could withstand the calls that would arise from it.

It is very doubtful indeed, whether an army of 15,000 to 20,-

000 men, acting upon Peking, could produce a more influential

eflect. Yet such a body of troops, efficient and disciplined, it is

maintained, would overturn the dynasty and the empire ; from
which opinion few, who can judge, will be found to dissent. To
what point force should be directed is subject to a variety of opin-

ions
; the fertile island of Formosa has been suggested

; secondly, the

seizure of the island of Lantow ; thirdly, the cession of Macao
from the Portuguese.

All these propositions seem liable to the same general objection,

that any one of these steps would equally excite the jealousy of the

Chinese ;—we could not even obtain the cession of 3Iacao, with-

out producing that eflect. After all, what advantage would it be,

placed as it is at the extremity of China 1 Yet it has been serious-

ly spoken of for years past, as a step that would relieve us from the

arrogance of the Chinese. In a political or commercial point of
view, no advantage could be derived from it whatever. It would
in fact, remove us from the facilities of trade; the Chinese would
in all probability interdict any island that may be taken, and leave

us to our own plans, as they did recently until we chose to adopt
their system.

To take an island therefore from the Chinese, is but to open
Pandora’s box upon ourselves, withoutthe chanceof obtaining any
remunerating benefits; it would attract their displeasure without

enabling us to obtain one advantage over them. It is manifest,

that on the employment of force, to direct it upon the centre or

the capital of the kingdom, would be by far the most efficacious ;

the moral influence of such a step will readily be seen, com-
])ared to that of acting upon an isolated point, or an extremity.

Puerile indeed does appear the idea of influencing a great empire
by the seizure of one of their petty islands; it has been fledged

under leaden wings, and scarcely rises above the atmosphere of

IIoDotian dullness.

'I’o close all further remarks with respect to hostilities, it may be

sufficient to observe, that of all the nations of the east, not one is

so removed from a military character as the Chinese ; and there

are advantages with regard to China as a military field, that we
are not accustomed to meet with in the east, arising from soil, cli-

mate and locality. Any body ofmen rendezvoused at Singapore by
the end of March, would have six months of fair monsoon for action.

Twenty days would carry them to any port of the Chinese domin-
ions. There, a climate healthy and salubrious would attend them,
cultivated and fruitful provinces would facilitate their operations.

No forests or impervious jungle would impede their course, or des-

troy by premature sickness their numbers, as in the recent Bur-
mese war.

2W
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Passing from the military to the moral of the Clhnese charac-
ter, two feelings may be said to overrule all others witli regard to

I'oreigners. These are arrogance and fear; the one dictates the

assumption of superiority, the other creates the policy of expulsion.

With regard to tlie British, fear may be said to be, since the Bur-
mese war, llie prevailing sentiment

;
other causes have doubtless

contributed, but this has liad the most overpowering influence with

them. Burmah has been the grave of more than one Chinese army,
tind they are by tliem considered as formidable and warlike. In
the late war, tlie Cliinese fully predicted our defeat ; the opposite

result rendered tlieir astonishment the greater, and the full convic-

tion of our power could no longer be driven away
;
and this impres-

sion may be considered as universal throughout the empire.

Under these impressions our attention should be fixed upon ne-

gotiation ;
anil it has been to come at this important point that we

have been obliged to wade through the foregoing details somewhat
seriatim:—between demonstration in its most qualified forms, and
the application of force, lies this vast and extensive field. It is here

that diplomacy has full scope, proceeding firmly but with caution,

supported by a navy ostensibly engaged in scientific pursuits, the

Chinese feelings of haughtiness and insult would be half put in

abeyance. The king’s authority could neither be treated with the

flippancy, or the insolence to which past embassies have been sub-

jected. It would not be a first repulse that would dishearten him,

or nullify his powers. He would be a resident either afloat or

ashore: every repidse would be but a signal, to renew in some other

shape the object of his mission; our cruizers visiting their ports,

would sufficiently alarm them, and supplied with able interpreters,

a communication with the authorities would follow, mutual expla-

nations would result, their apprehetisions would be gradually allay-

ed, and an armed force would be found to have no other object

than peace; each communication would rapidly pass and repass to

Peking; at length they would find that theirease and security were

alike consulted, by complying with views of moderation and reci-

procity. This is yet untried ground, and loudly calls for due con-

sideration, as containing in it objects of the last importance to Brit-

ish interests.

In these remarks it has been the object, nither to put forth the

various considerations that the subject suggests, than to advocate

any particular one. But certaiidy onr opinions do predominate on

the humane side, namely, that by bold demonstrations through our

cruizors, followed up by negotiation through a commissioner, we
might arrive at arrangements with the Chinese government mutu-

ally beneficial, without any violation of justice, or any act of lio.s-

tility, and by it avoid being driven to acts of violence, which will

admit of no compromise. By firmness and decision we can

ccrtairdy attain all that we have a right to require, without resort-

ing to any of those extreme alternatives, which have been brought

forward, but to complete the general picture of our relative |)Osi-

tions; and as we fully prepare for that last alternative, the first steps



1833. Free Trade with China. 371

become more efficient to effect the object. Undoubtedly, negotia-

tion has not been fairly tried, and rational and substantial grounds

do exist for bringing it to a successful issue.

It is with reluctance that the acts of past times are referred to,

as the censure they call for, may bear an invidious interpretation;

yet let any one take up a collection of Chinese edicts witli regard to

foreigners, and after perusing them ask himself, (for to judge fairly,

we must apply the case to ourselves,) whether as an Englishman
he does not feel degraded in his own estimation by the epithets

applied to him. Let a minister ask himself, whether the dignity

of his country or of his sovereign, is consulted by permitting a

nation, whom we might crush in a grasp, to draft their offjcial

language, in terms the most offensive that can be selected, and by

allowing his sovereign’s picture to be insulted. Is it humane or

just, to permit those British merchants whose trade contributes so

greatly to tlie revenues of Great Britain and India, to be exposed
to every species of degradation, while they effect this great object 1

To be spurned as barbarians and bearded with appellations, nothing

short of ignominious I To be deprived of every social enjoyment,

of every domestic comfort, and pent up in a space to which the

king’s bench is a domain I Why has this obtained 1 Simply be-

cause the authorities at home, anglo-monopoly, as they have
been, were content to be underlings.

But relieved from this incubus, will the spirit of the British na-

tion permit the continuance of such a course, feeling as they will,

that both the Chinese nation, and themselves are endowed with a

reciprocal disposition in regard to commerce, the former being

chained down only by the dominant power of their Tartar con-
querors? For, we must once for all dismiss the prevalent jargon,

which so erroneously confounds the people of China with their

Tartar conquerors. These are separate and distinct, in interests

and sentiments, and are in every way opposed to each other : this

truth has been smothered in common with many other indigested

facts with regard to China. But to the British people, and wc
trust, to our executive, the dawn of conviction w ill arrive,

; that

the moment we assert our national dignity, from that moment, the

great barrier that has been permitted to rise, will cease to exist.

One great obstacle, the monopoly, by the bands of Mr. Charles
Grant has received its “coup de grace ;

” what others remain will

we trust be as powerless as the great wall itself, which a daring
ration, with a handfull of men, for centuries past, has cleared; and
set at nought both it and its constructors.

This fact, among many others which history records, is one
that shows the inapplicability of the principles of civilization to

any practical object, in their ailaptation to a barbarous, or to a
demi-civilized people. To take the law of nations as a rule with
a nation where.no knowledge of it exists, at best seems idle. With
regard to China, Corea and Japan, its operation has been, and
still is, to exclude us from a valuable commerce, except under
restrictions and contumely, as disgraceful to us, as inconsisteni
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with reason and common sense. Cautious ourselves of violence

that we would not endure, they have attributed our forbearance to

any cause, but the proper one
; and w.e have permitted them to

doze in error, when one rude shock would have aroused them to

a sense of it, and placed us at once upon an equal footing of social

intercourse. One mistake produced another, until the very re-

verse of the opinion, that would have arisen with a civilized

nation, was produced upon this barbarous one.

Let us now take a fact. A barbarous nation, the Tartars, des-

pising treaties and the great wall, have seized the destinies of
China, and ruled it with an iron hand. We, with our principles

of forbearance, have been fixed in a corner of China ; ourselves

insulted, our fellow subjects unjustly slaughtered, and insult and
contumely showered upon \is most unsparingly. Far be it from any
one, to deprecate our humane forbearance, or to praise the iron

severity of the conquerors. But reason and impartiality will ask
the question, and we trust, our countrymen at home will ask the

question, has not the principle on our side been carried to an ob-

noxious extent? Has not their purity been sullied by the re-

turn that has been made 1 Has not the nation been disi>;raced bv

its extreme hnmiliation in the face of insults of the grossest nature ?

Has not the Chinese commerce of Great Britain been purchased
with the blood of the gunner of the Lady Hughes ? Has not his

immolation up to this day, remained unavenged? Have we not

been told by the Chinese, that blood for blood is the law of their

empire, and have we not submissively subscribed to it ? It matters

not to tell, be it in Gath or in the streets of Askelon, that all this

was under an anglo-monopoly, and that the British nation has no
concern with it

; the feelings of Englishmen will respond in spite

of them, “ there is the smell of blood still.”

What reason existed, where this and other sanguinary laws were

practiced upon us, that we should not have arranged our civil and
commercial relations? Will any reasonable man maintain that

there was not sufficient cause for insisting upon it, coufe qiii coute,

or that the same causes do not now exist ? If the monopoly

were an impediment to the vindication of our national honor, it is

the more necessary, the moment we are removed from its tar-

nishing influence, that we should lose no time, in setting ourselves

right with posterity, and wiping off the sordid fact, of having-

purchased our commerce with the blood of a fellow subject. The
past, the present, and the future demand it, for each day but ex-

poses us to fresh liabilities. Such then, has been the result, of ap-

plying the principles of civilization to a barharous people; they

have acted conversely to our intentions, and to their ordinary

course; they have thrown back ignominy upon ourselves, and

disgraced our nation’s character; and so they will for ever act until

our policy is adapted to the character of the nation with which we
deal.

The success of any operation with regard to China, be it to

redeem the past or estahlish the future, must depend mainly upon

the authority selected; one high, not in rank, but in talent. la
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liim, should all authority he invested, alone, without eonncil or

control. 'When the important powers that must he placed in an

authority are considered, the tact it wonid require, and the value of

the objects to be attained, it may be fairly said that a consular de-

signation does not correspond with the high nature of the func-

tions that would he delegated; nor would that of ambassador be

more appropriate, but some term should be adopted correspond-

ing to a general designation of the various powers entrusted to him.

The basis of bis demands should be an open trade with China»

for which, the edicts of Kang-he would form the incipient argu-

ment. That emperor threw the whole of the ports of the empire

open to free trade in about 1680, and they continued so till

about 1720, when a mandarin represented to the emperor that

Europeans were a dangerous and turbulent race; which assertion,

the folly of the missionaries but too much Justified: they absolute-

ly harrassed the Chinese beyond the bounds of ordinary forbear-

ance, with their speculative doctrines ; and commerce was made to

pay the debts of ecclesiastical arrogance.

It would too much detail this subject to touch upon the other

various points that would follow this leading claim founded upon
past records. What we would insist upon, should be well digest-

ed, and firmly adhered to, when once determined upon. Our
authority would find, when he had once established a re-

putation of moderation and of determination, that he had not

taken the task of negotiation in vain. The scrupulous deport-

ment of past embassies should be wholly laid aside; submission to

etiquette and forms would produce no advantage, but must be

considered as defeating the objects intended to be gained. A
diplomatic Petruebio would be far preferable, who to tame his

wayward wife, insisted that black was white, the sun the moon,
confounded the order of things, and who overruled all by the de-

fiance of all, yet preserving due decorum even in the torrent of his

passion. Such a character would be infinitely better than one

crino-inw to forms, which as he submitted to them would be multi-

plied ad infinitum.

We now close these remarks. It must forcibly strike any one,

that a king’s authority, possessing less powers than those of the

most confidential description would be a nullity. In 1829, the

company put forth all their direct and latent powers; and it must

be recollected that at home they have repeatedly set forth their

influence; yet they were incapable of obtaining any effectual re-

medy for their grievances; they fairly measured their strength with

the Chinese and were found wanting; they put forth all their

direct and collateral influences, passive or negative as they were,

that can ever be brought to bear upon the Chinese government.

Should they be wielded by consular or royal authority, nothing

more could be exerted or brought into action. Therefore, if

powers beyond this and entire responsibility be not given,” it is

only necessary to repeat our first quotation ''laisscz faire” under

the auspices of a chamber of commerce.
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Yet the field is a noble one. A late minister has had the merit
a\vardc(l iiiin of calling the Western World into existence; certain-

ly the one who directs his energies upon China, Corea and Japan,
which with great propriety may be called the terra incognita of

the east, has not a less glorious field; and to call these coun-
tries into social and commercial existence, would be an act not

less elevated, and of much greater value, as aflecting the interests

of Great Britain, and her possessions in the East.

The foregoing document, concerning /rec trade with China, came to us ac-

companied by a note in which our coi respondent says, “ a friend of mine, who
lately departed from China, left with me the accompanying manuscript, to

make what use of it 1 pleased. It is carelessly and diffusely written, and con-
tains a good deal that there is room to dissent from, but withal has some hints

which I think valuable. If you think it would suit the pages of your Repository,

I should like to see it in print; and would feel obliged by your making such
curtailments and corrections as may be considered necessary and desirable.”

As the subject discus.sed is one of considerable interest aud importance, as well

as difficulty, we have preferred to give the paper entire. We do not however
vouch for the correctness of all the positions taken and the arguments advanc-
ed by the writer, who shows himself, on most points, well acquainted with his

subject, and handles it with much ability and fairness. We may advert to the

paper again, but we will now only add a short paragraph from the speech of

]\Ir. C. Grant before the House of Commons, on 13th last June. He said,

“ With regard to the trade with China, that should be free. The public

voice had decided that question. Commerce had been struggling under the

trammels which confined it, until at last it had broken through them and it

became necessary to do away with the restrictive system. The exclusive

privilege of the trade with China upon every ground must now be considered

to have arrived at its natural termination. The Chinese were a sensible, jea-

lous, and capricious people. They were despotic and arbitrary, and there

might circumstances occur that would excite a collision between them and this

country. Year after year brought news to that most sensitive and sn.spicious

people of the great and important victories obtained by the company. The
etnperor had forbidden, on good grounds, the trade in opium, and the late

viceroy at Canton had legalized it by a duty. Now it was proposed to send oirt

persons, atrmed with considerable authority, to represent the British at Canton.

It would be unwise, he thought, to have any previous negotiation with the

Chinese authorities. The trade with China, under the charter of the East India

company, would terminate in April, 1834.
”

The Chinese Ko-tow. “ What are called ceremonies, some-
times affect materially the idea of equality. They are not always

mere forms and nothins; else, but speak a language as intelligible

as words ;
and it would be just as conclusive to affirm, it is no mat-

ter what words are used, words are but wind, as to affirm, it is no

matter what ceremonies are submitted to, ceremonies are but mere

forms, and nothing else. Some ceremonies are perfectly indif-

ferent ;
as whether the form of salutation be, taking off the hat and

bowing the head
;
or keeping it on and bowing it low, with the

hands folded below’ the breast
; these, the one English, and the

other Chinese, are equally good. There is, however, a difference

of submission and devotedness expressed by different postures of

Macao, 1833.

A British Merchant.
(Formerly of Canton.)



1333. The Chinese Ko toic. 375

the body ; and some nations feel an almost instinctive reluctance

to the strxiincr ex'»ression of submission. .V.s for instance, stand-

ing and bending the head, is less than kneeling on one knee
; as

that is less than kneeling on two knees; and that less again than
kneeling on two knees and putting the hands and forehead to the

ground ; and doing this once, is in the apprehension of the Chi-
nese, less than doing it three times, or six times, or nine times.

Waving the questions whether it be proper for one human being to

use such strong expressions of submission to another or not
; when

any, even the strongest of these forms, are reciprocal, they do not

interfere with the idea of equality, or of mutual independence
; if

they are not reciprocally performed, the last of the forms express-

es, in the strongest manner, the submission and homage of one
person or state to another: and, in this light, the Tartar family

now on the throne of China consider the ceremony called san-kwei

kew-kow, thrice kneeling, and nine times beating the head against

the ground. Those nations of Europe who consider themselves

tributary and yielding homage to China, should perform the Tartar
ceremony ;

those who do not consider themselves so, should not
perform the ceremony.

“ The English embassador. Lord Macartney, appears to have
understood correctly the meaning of the ceremony, and proposed
the only alternative, which could enable him to perform it ; viz. a
Chinese of equal rank performing it to the king of England’s pic-

ture. Or, perhaps, a promise from the Chinese court that should

an embassador ever go from thence to England, he would perform
it in the king’s presence, might have enabled him to do it. These
remarks will probably convince the reader that the English go-

vernment acts as every civilized government ought to act, when
she endeavors to cultivate a good understanding, and liberal in-

tercourse with China
;
but since, whilst using those endeavors,

she never contemplates yielding homage to China, she still wisely

refuses to perform by her embassador, that ceremony which is the

expression of homage.
“ The lowest form by which respect is showed in China at this

day is ifmg-sAo?o, that is, joining the hands and raising them be-

fore the breast. The next is tso-ijih, that is, bowing low with the

hands joined. The third is ta-tseen, bending the knee, as if about
to kneel. The fourth is hoei, to kneel. The fifth is kowtow, kneel-

ing, and striking the head against the ground. The sixth, san-kow
striking the head three times against the earth before rising from
one’s knees. The seventh, luh-koto \\vAt is, kneeling, and striking

the forehead three times, rising on one’s feet, kneeling down again,

• and striking the head again three times against the earth. The
climax is closed by the san-kwei-hew^koto, kneeling three dift’erent

times, and at each time knocking the head thrice against the

ground. Some of the gods of China are entitled only to the san~

kmr

;

others to the luh-kow ; the teen (heaven), and the emperor
are worshiped with the san-ktoei-kav-kow. Does the emjieror

of China claim divine honors]” See Morrison’s Memoir, p. 14:2,
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liENDING THE KNEE. CliaOU-tUIl-she, OHC of tlic ceiisoi's lias

complained to the emperor, that in the courts at Peking a spirit of
servility is creeping among the officers, which is manifested hy
some of them, who ought to stand erect when they see others, now
bending the knee and wishing them repose. They are also accused

of receiving too-e, emblems of prosperity such as the emperor sent

to the king of England. The latter part of the accusation, which
was leveled at some of the emperor’s kindred, the censor, before

the court of nobles which investigated the case, could not sub-

stantiate ; and he himself is subjected to a strict, or rather severe

court of inquiry.

Prioe .\nd humility.—* Poor, mortal man has always been dis-

posed to arrogate to himself authority and honors, wliich belong

only to Him who rules above, and before whom all “nations are as

a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the bal-

ance —yea, they are as nothing, and are counted by him as less

than nothing, and vanity. For he “ hath measured the waters in

the hollow of his hand, and meted out the heavens with a span,

and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed

the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance.” As the de-

sires of man are not bounded by earth, his ambition can never be

satisfied with short-lived, earthly glory, which passeth away like

the flower of the field. The conqueror, satiated with earthly glory,

regards all the titles which this world can bestow as not sufficient

to jiortray his dignity ; his ambition reaches up to heaven, and the

frail child of clay claims relationship with the sun, moon, and

stars. But he stojis not here even ; he proclaims himself lo7'd of

those luminaries. Reason smiles at this presumption; philosophy

pronounces it absurd ; and pure religion stigmatizes it witli

eternal infamy. Alas, how many mortals have arrogated to them-

selves divine honors, and sought to be deified here on earth and

adored as gods by their fellow men.

These facts afiord the most decisive proof of our'apostacy, and

constrain us to confess that we have been in league with the great

destroyer of good. Clad with celestial glory, far above many of

his compeers in heaven, he fell by his abominable pride. Cast

down to the realms of darkness for his trangression, he now seeks

to seduce our race, and lead them to offend by a similar exhibition

of pride and vain glory. He has declared himself lord of this world,

and promised that whosoever nill fall' down and wmiship him,

shall share with himself the glory and the empire of it ;
and man,

jiroud man, with equal ambition, seeks for universal sovereignty.

These are not the idle strains ofdarkdeinonology. Alas, men have

given too much proof that they are under the influence of the prince

of darkness. Though his power is invisible and little acknow-

ledged—yea, even ridiculed and denied, his sway is wide and pow-

erful ;
and if the oinniiiotent God did not set bounds to Jiis influ-

* From a Correspondent.
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ence over mankind, they would act the part of demons towards

each other, and by perpetual contests for supremacy, would deso-

late the earth. But to fathom the machinations of this power of

darkness is beyond our ability. Tlie fuel of ambition is in our

hearts; Satan throws in the spark, and the fire becomes umpiench-
able. Our responsibility however, is not lessened on this account;

we are warned to flee from this arch fiend ; and if we resist him,

God will deliver us from the power of darkness and translate us

into the kingdom of his dear Son. The fruit of this spirit of dark-

ness is ungovernable pride ; the fruit of Christ’s spirit is deep
humility. Unless the human mind is reduced to obedience to

Christ, we may never expect to see men truly humble before God.
The more enlightened a nation becomes, the less will be the

pageantry of royalty and the desire to assume higher honors

than belong to man. The more uncultivated the mind and the

more addicted to idolatry, the greater is the danger of giving way
to the idle fancy of usurping divine honors. ^ye read of a
Babylonian monarch who caused himself to be deified and wor-

shiped. The millions who obeyed the sovereign of Persia, were all

the slaves and worshipers of their king. Even Alexander, though
he had received a Grecian education, could forget himself so far

as to wish to receive divine honors. Many of the Roman emper-
ors were foolish enough to permit their statues to be adored, and
finally made a law requiring this impious worship of every citizen

of the empire. Could there be an instance of more gross idolatry

than this? A whole nation, composed of men whom we honor
for the soundness of their judgment, and the many noble qualities

which they possessed, thus degrade themselves below many a

nation of barbarians and savages.

It is vain to interpret this deification of mortals as only emblem-
atical. Nations, which are without God in the world, are vain in

their imaginations and are led on from one error to another, till

they become hateful in the sight of God, and dishonor themselves

by the vilest abuse of the noble faculties bestowed on them by their

Creator. When we see untaught barbarians pufled up with vanity

and self conceit, we pity them ;
but when we see enlightened na-

tions, who possess the means of knowing their own insignificancy,

exalting themselves before the Most High, our compassion may
well be mingled with contempt.

Christianity, though it admits of no boasting before the Judge of

all mankind, has been accused of cherishing the spirit of pride and
self-complacency, by substituting the grace of God for our own
righteousness. Fallible men have extolled, and trusted in their

own meritorious deeds, and thought themselves worthy to appear
in the presence of him who looks not at the outward conduct mere-
ly, but knows the innermost recesses ofour hearts, and who cannot
behold sin but with abhorrence. Vain delusion this ! Vain indeed
will it appear at that day, when the eternal sanctity of God shall

shine forth in its proper lustre, and when every stain and imperfec"
tioti of the most holy men that have ever lived shall be clearly seen,

2X
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Our brightest ornament in the sight of God is, to he clothed witli

deep humility. Our great pattern Jesus Christ, “ being found in

fashion as a man, humbled himself and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross.” Let us follow him, that we
may not be found naked and forlorn when all the vain glory of this

world shall cease to dazzle, and all its pleasures be set at naught.

Trait of thf. imperial clan.—The court of general police

has represented to the emperor, that the widow Lew-seu only

eighteen years of age, applied to their office and stated that her

neice, a girl of fifteen years of age, whose father was dead, was
persecuted to become his wife by Chang-pa, a powerful man of

the clan. It was the duty of her late husband, Ming-show to

protect the girl. His consent to sell her was necessary, be-

fore Chang-pa could make the purchase. Chang-pa often en-

deavored to frighten Ming-show into compliance in vain. He
then hired vagabonds to seize him, and carry him to his house ;

which they did, and there bound him and beat him to force him
to sign an agreement. Under this usage he made a false promise

to refer the matter to the head of the tribe. But the head-man
himself was afraid of Chang-pa, and instead of helping the op-

pressed, joined hands with the oppressor. Chang-pa next armed
a number of followers, who entered by violence the house of Ming-
show. He run out at a back door, and in his fright threw himself

into a well. The crowd of assailants wished to rescue him
; but

Chang-pa stepped forward and prevented them, and so Ming-
show her husband lost his life. Peking, August, 1833.

A HORTATORY COMMAND.—It is difficult to Combine an exhorta

tion and an order; but the government of Canton, to soften the

command addressed to all householders, requiring them to sub-

scribe for the relief of the sufferers in the last inundation, have

prefixed to it the word exhortation. This keuen-yu, as they call it,

has given great dissatisfaction to the people, some of whom have

stuck up anonymous placards against the governor and his late

colleague, the foo-yuen. In these they sneeringly thank the foo-

yuen for his kind wishes, with which however they cannot com-

ply, and intimate that the officers of government devour what they

thus extort. They argue that many widows and poor persons who
let small houses, have nothing else but the rent to live upon : take

from them a month’s rent, and they must go without a month’s

food. Besides, they are scandalized at the official collectors’ feast-

ing every day out of the sums collected from the poor subscribers

for the relief of the houseless and distressed sufferers. The
managers of charity in China, as well as elsewhere, think that

charity begins at home; they must have a good dinner and clioice

wines, when they take care of the affairs of the poor. The horta-

tory command extends to them who occupy a house of their own.

An estimate of its probable rent is made, and that sum demp«ded.
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REI^IGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

Sandwich islands.—By the

Prussian ship, Princess Louisa,

which arrived in tiiis port on the

24tli lilt., we received letters from

the islands to the 31st ofAugust;

one of them is from the princi-

jial of the High School at La-
haina. This institution was
founded in the summer of 1831.

For the first year, the number of

scholars was limited to fifty
;
but

it has now increased to near one

hundred. Since the language of

the islands has been reduced to

writing, and incipient measures
adopted to instruct the inhabit-

ants, many thousands have been

taught to read, and the want of

more competent teachers is sen-

sibly felt. A leading object of

the high school is to train up
native teachers, who being well

instructed, may aid the mission-

aries in their arduous duties, or

pursue other occupations as a

sense of duty shall direct. “ It

is also the'design of the institu-

tion to disseminate sound know-
ledge throughout the islands;

embracing literature and the

sciences, and whatever will tend

eventually to elevate the natives

from their present ignorance,

and render them a thinking,

enlightened, virtuous people.”

We wish the school every

success; and hope its directors

will, without delay, be enabled
“ to raise it as high as possible,

consistent with the length and
breadth of its foundation ;” and

the principal may be assured

that “whatever will please and in-

struct his pupils,” which it is in

our power to command, shall be

forwarded to him hy every con-

venient opportunity. We would
not see Chinese ethics transplant-

ed to another soil; but some-
thing of Chinese industry as dis-

played in their husbandry, ma-
nufactures, &.C., might not be
amiss among the Sandwich Isl-

ands.
“ There is an article on ‘ per-

secution’ in the July number
of the Repository for 1832,” says

a correspondent from the islands,
“ which purports to have been
founded on ‘ reports’ in circu-

lation concerning the ‘ South
Sea islands, ’ and implying that

the cliiefs or missionaries have
attempted to ‘ enforce church
discipline’ upon the people gen-
erally. Now as to the Sandwich
islands, the rulers, as such,

have not attempted to enforce
church discipline even on church
members, much less on those
who are not members of the
church. And the missionaries

surely have not attempted to en-
force church discipline on any
hut members of the church

; the

doors of which they have ever
guarded with great care to pre-
vent multitudes rushing in,

who were ready to be baptized,

and to take on them the vows of
the covenant,—at least, many
who proclaimed themselves to

be thus ready, but whom we
feared were not truly born of the
spirit. In all the islands, only 669
have been admitted to church-
membership.”

Missionary Seminary at Bat-
ticotta, Ceylon .—This institu-

tion has been in operation about
ten years, and has thus far fully
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answered the expectations of its

founders. It was called into ex-

istence by the wants of the peo-

ple in that and adjoining disricts

—wants which are felt in per-

haps an equal degree in every

part of western Asia. These
wants may not indeed be known
to those who are the subjects of

them. The palsy of intellect is

too complete for that. The moral

disea-^-has progressed till there

is not life enough left to enable

the people to perceive what their

wants arc. lint they are seen

and felt by those who know what

men are capable of being and

enjoying, and who wish to.sce

these nations rising to an intel-

lectual and moral e<iuality with

the nations of the west.

The object of the institution

is to give some of the most pro-

mising youth selected from the

jnission schools in the surround-

ing eouutry a thorough educa-

tion. This the founders justly

regarded as the surest means of

freeing the minds of such youth

as might come under their in-

struction from the errors in phi-

losophy, morals, and religion,

which have from time immemo-
rial prevailed among their

countrymen; and of preparing

them to become teachers of

others.

The principal building be-

longing to thp institution is

Otley Hall
;
so called in honor

of sir Richard Otley, who con-

tributed liberally for its erection,

It i.s 64 feet in length by 29 in

breadth, built of hewn stone.

It is completely surrounded by

a verandah, and contains four

large rooms for library, lectures,

and public examinations, and

several smaller ones for other

purpose.«. The whole necessary

expenses of a native student,

tuition, library, &c. being gratis,

do not exceed $30 per annum;
connected with the seminary, is

A preparatory school, the object

of which is sufficiently indicat-

ed by its name.
The course of study is liberal

and well calculated to effect its

object as stated above. Of this,

the following list of books used
by the several classes in 1831, is

a sufficient proof.

“First class, 17 students.

Lennie’s grammar and exer-

cises
; Blair’s lectures on rheto-

ric; Porteus’ evidences of Chris-

tianity; Euclid through the 4tb

book
;

Blair’s grammar of na-
tural philosophy through optics;

translating, declamation, and
composition; and Tamul classics.

“Second class, 18 students.

Woodbridge’s geography; Len-
nie’s grammar; Euler and
Bonnycastle’s algebra; Mental
arithmetic (reviewing); Tamul
and English phrases; Euclid 1st

book ; Pronouncing Testament

;

Tamul grammar of the high

language, and Tamul classics.

“ Third class 18, and fourth

class 30 students. Lennie’s

grammar; Colburn and Joyce’s

arithmetics throuffh logarithms;

phrases ; Native arithmetic
;

first lessons in astronomy
; writ-

ing in English; New Testament
and English tracts.—All the

classes attended to the study of

the Bible in connexion with

chronology.

”

Special attention is paid to

the subjects of geography, natu-

ral philosophy, and astronomy,

on account of the connexion of

the native systems with the my-
thology and superstitions of the

Ceylonese. According to the

Skanda Purana, one of tfieif
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sacred books, wliicli is used,

very inuc.li to the terror of the

priestiiood as a classic in the

seminary, “The earth is flat,

one thousand millions oiyosany

(or 2,000,000,000 miles) in di-

ameter, one hundred thousand

yosanif from the sun, and twice

this distance from the moon,
and remains immoveahly fixed.

It is the opinion even of tlie best

informed among the natives,

that these things were not as-

certained by human investiga-

tion, hut are matters of pure

revelation ; sanctioned, however,

by the testimony of all antiqui-

ty; consequently whatever mili-

tates against this system, is to

be rejected as false, if not pro-

fane.”

With the help of a valuable

apparatus, procured in England,
the principal has succeeded in

convincing not only the students

generally, but also many others

who are usually present at the

public examinations, and occa-

sionally attend his lectures, of

the incorrectness of the systems

taught in their sacred hooks.

The truth is made so plain that

its evidence cannot be resisted,

unless it be by a determination

not to be convinced, which will

not yield even to the evidence of

sight. The effect desired is

produced. Their confidence in

those hooks, and consequently

ill the gods from whom they

were supposed to have been
received, is shaken, and in some
cases entirely overthrown. A
spirit of inquiry is awakened
and the native intellect begins

to he in motion. Those who
are accounted learned men
begin to tremble for their repu-

tation, and the priests for their

credit and support. The people

begin to think, to distinguish

truth from error, and free them-
selves from the chains of super-

stition and bigotry in w’hich

their fathers were held. This is

to be attributed in no small

degree to the wise policy which
gave the institution a character

truly and decidedly Christian;

and has led its instructors to

use every proper means for

bringing the truths of the gospel

to bear upon the minds of the

students with all their force.

They are not satisfied when they

have convinced their pupils of

the truth of Christianity, nor even
when they see evidence of their

real piety. They endeavor to

inspire them with the same spi-

rit of active benevolence w’hicli

dwelt in the bosom of him who
“ went about doing good ,” and
w'hieh is the distinguishing char-

acteristic of real Christianity.

A large proportion of them spend
a part or the whole of their va-

cations in going from village to

village, and from house to house,

and by conversation, reading

the scriptures, and the distribu-

tion of tracts on various sub-

jects, correcting the errors of

their countrymen, and commu-
nicating to them the knowledge
they have obtained at the semi-
nary; and some usually spend a

part of every day in such labors.

Let this system continue in

operation a few years more, and
the sacred books and the Brah-
mans will lose their influence,

truth take tlie place of error,

and virtue and happiness suc-

ceed to vice and misery. In

these anticipations we are not

alone. So long ago as 1624,
sir Riehard Otley, then govern-

or of Ceylon, after attejiding an
examination and testifying bis
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approbation by a very liberal

ilonatioii, reniarkcti, “I enter-

tain inncb more sanguine hopes

of tlie progress of civilization

among tlie natives, than [ did

previously to witnessing the ex-

amination.” Sir R. usually at-

tended the annual examinations,

at the close of which he address-

ed the members of the seminary

and their parents and friends

who were present, sometimes

distributed rewards to the most

deserving of the students, and in

various other ways rendered im-

portant aid to the institution as

long as he remained on the isl-

and ;
and at his departure promis-

ed to recommend it to the favor-

able consideration of the British

government. A happy instance

of the union of rank and influ-

ence with decided and eflicient

piety; such as we ardently

desire to see exemplified by those

who bear the cliristian name

in every other land.

Sir Robert W. Horton, the

present governor, is no less fa-

vorably disposed towards the

seminary. The last examination

of which we have received any

account, was attended by him

find lady Horton, together with

a large assembly of the ladies

and gentlemen of Colombo.

The students were prepared to

be examined in theology, En-

glish reading and grammar,

Latin, Greek, Hebrew, geogra-

phy, arithmetic, algebra, geo-

metry, and trigonometry. His

excellency selected passages

from the classics used by the

students in which they were ex-

amined. Their reading, pars-

ino", and answers to questions

proposed, were in general highly

creditable to themselves and

their instructors, and seemed to

give great satisfaction to the

highly respectable audience.

We have watched the pro-

gress of this institution with the

greater interest, because we
believe that the work of arous-

ing the Ceylonese, and every

jieople in this part of the world,

from their comparatively stupid

state, and of cfl'ecting the need-

ed reformation in their charac-

ter and conduct, must be done
chiefly by natives. We recollect

no instance in which a great

reformation has been eflected

among any people by foreign

influence alone. Foreigners may,
and often do, bring into a coun-

try the knowledge which rouses

the native mind to activity, and
thus give the first impulse to the

agency which changes a nation

of savages or pagans into an
enlightened and Christian peo-

])le. But to give this impulse is

all that can be expected from
abroad. This is all that we ex-

pect will be done for the Chi-

nese by those foreigners who are

interested in their moral and
religious improvement; and it

is all that needs to be done.

When all the great truths in

science and religion which have

made western nations what they

are, shall have been fairly

brought to the knowledge of a

comparatively small number of

the Chinese, and they shall

have been led, like the members
of the Batticotta seminary, by

the influence of those truths to

put forth the energies of their

minds for the instruction of their

countrymen; then the great ob-

ject of our desire will be near

its accomplishment; then China
will soon be delivered from her

ignorance, bigotry, and super-

stition, and the evils which they
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produce and perpetuate; and

her sons and daughters he seen

walking in the pntlis of know-

ledge and holiness.

Roman catholics in Macao.
Two or three months ago we
heard it rumored, that his excel-

lency, the Portuguese governor

of Macao, had determined that

all the catholic priests in that

settlement, who were not the

subjects of his catholic majesty,

should, on an appointed day,

(15th inst,) leave tho place. >Ve
doubted this rumor at first, but

it has proved to be true. Four
of the priests, and no doubt the

true and faithful subject^ of his

holiness, have accordingly quit

Macao; three of these are

l-'ronchmen, the other is a na-

tive of Italy, and agent for the

Congre.gatio dejn-opagaiHla fide
at Rome. How his excellency

can reconcile this conduct witli

the catholic jirinciples of Chris-

tianity, or even Justify himself

to the pope and the other high
authorities of Europe, we are

unable to con jecture. But of this

we are confident, that such a

procedure cannot be supported

on Christian principles, and that

it must and will be condemned
as unfriendly, uncharitable, and
unjust by enlightened and libe-

ral minded men of every name
and denomination.

JOURNAI^ OF OCCURRENCES.
Cantos.— Din-ing tlie month, an

iiD|icrial messenger has visited the

governraenl liere to tiring an otiicial

intimation of the late empress’ re-

mains having tieen deposited in the

imperial mausoleum. This messenger
wore only a gold hiitton, whicli indi-

cates the lowest rank; hut in honor of

his master, the governor went down
on his knees and knocked his head
nine times on the earth, whilst the

other stood erect on the bow of his

boat. This envoy brought, it is said, a

request from a royal personage in Pe-

king, to a hong merchant who had
formerly sought his patronage, that he
would procure for him a pair of gold

wash hand-lia.°ins.

Sycek silver and dollars.—From
the province of Che-keang, a repre-

sentation has been made to the em-
peror, stating that sycee silver was
.exported from the country for the

purchase of opium, &c., but that ho
law existed for the punishment of the

offense; moreover there was some job-

bing in playing foreign dollars and sy-

cee silver against each other, by which
the price of silver was enhanced, as

best suited the interests of the jobbers.

Uy his majesty’s order, the criminal

board deliherated on the subject, and

decided that the exportation of “ yel-

low gold and white silver” should be
punished in the same manner as the

clandestine exportation of rice or other
grains. The board recommended that

the trade with foreigners should be in

the way of barter, goodsforsgoods; but

in the term white silver, they would not

include “foreign money,” or dollars;

since the dollars were imported, they
might also be exported without detro

ment to the metals of the countiy.

Against this decision llvvang-tseo-

tsjie, censor of the province of Fuhr
keen, has protested. He says, “the
people are pleased with dollars for

their convenience in counting; they
are of value also for the facility of

transport, and for use where sycee i^

extravagantly high, as dollars can be
made of an inferior touch. On thase

accounts, dollars are made from sycee
silver by crafty merchants in .Canton,

Full-keen, Keang-se and Keang-soo,
similar to the foreign dollars ; so that

if dollars apparently foreign may be
exported witli impunity, all the sycee
silver in China, may be converted into

dollai's, and thus sent abroad without-

any crime. The new law, he says,

prohibits ihe export of sycee with one
hand, and permits it with the other.

He begs the emperor to prohibit by
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pptialty thfi coining of dollara, as he
does the secret coining of cash

; and as

rice and money are so dilferent in

value while the same in bulk, that

he should accordingly increase in the

same proportion the punishment for

exporting silver. Otherwise the trea-

sure of the land will g7 forth to !'scd

the cupidity of barbarians, and injure

Chi.'ia for myriads of years The ex-

port of copper and iron ulfects only
military weapons, but that of silver

touches the vitals of the emperor.

Jkalousv ok the Chinese govern-
ment.—Two nobles ofone of the tribu-

tary Tartar tribes, employed in atten-

dance on the emperor at Peking, had
lately to return to their native tribe, to

.sacrifice to the manes of a deceased
prince. On their way back, feeling

a desire to see new places, they left

the ordinary route outside of the great

wall, and proceeded to Peking through
Shen-se and the other provinces imme-
diately south of the wall;—defraying

all charges themselves, in place of

expending the traveling allowances
to which they were entitled, on the

usual outside route. For this they
have fallen under the imperial dis-

pleasure, and the military tribunal is

directed to deliberate regarding the

punishment of their demerit.

Game laws ok TARTARV.~The wild

horses and cattle of the Mantchou
forests are, like the ginseng which
also grows there, considered the pro-

perty of government; and to hunt
these cattle is prohibited to every one
who is not employed by government
for the purpose. It has however been
found impossible to prevent the con-

stant infringement of the laws, and
therefore it is to be taken off in some
places, but retained in others. By
this change the government still re-

tains in fact the monopoly: for as the

frequent hunts in the free lands will

drive the cattle into the government
forests, the people will rarely be able

to maintain the hunt with success.

T/ic Kwang-chow-foo, whose name
is Kin, or gold, is in very bad odor
among the people of Canton. The
late foo-yuen Choo forced him upon
his predecessor Hoo, who died of vex-

ation; and now he is placarded in the

slreets,and even against hisown office.

One of these placards now' before us.

accuses him of having taken three
sisters to be his wives without any of
the formalities that law and custom
require

; and of making two thousand
taels of silver the price of every favor-
able decision.

PF.KING. VVe have received the
gazettes to the 8th of the 9th moon,
October iJOth; the recent numbers con-
tain very little that it interesting to

foreigners. We have looked them all

over, but have found nothing to repa)’

the trouble. The military governor
of the “nine gates of Peking,” conti-
nually reports cases of theft, robbery,
assault, sodomy and rape, such as in

other nations are managed by officers

of the police, or inferior judges.
On the 27th of the 8th moon, he re-

ported the apprehertsion of a band of
vagabonds, who had committed all

these crimes, and who endeavored to
escape being detected by pretending
that they were officers of government
patroling the streets at night.

In another gazette a case oiparricide
is recorded. The deceased was a
Mantchou, who belonged to the Han-
lin college. The son says, he was at

home superintending the worship of
tablets dedicated to beaven and earth,
when his father having neglected to
give orders, he omitted to burn incense
at the proper time. The father, then
in front of the tablet, used abusive
language to the son ; who in a fit of
passion seized a billet of wood and
broke his father’s skull. He then drag-
ged -the body into the street, intend-
ing to make some pretext to screen
himself from the charge of murder, but
was seen and apprehended.
On another occasion eight individ-

uals were seized for having propagat-
ed heterodox opinions and formed
associations.

A member of the imperial family
has petitioned government to seize
his rebellious and vicious son, in order
to send him to Mantchou Tartary,
and shut him up in perpetual confine^
ment.

Dclmqucncks of Chinese Officers. Ilis

majesty has recently been very much
displeased at the carelessness of many
of his officers who have charge of the
seals of government. Four cases have
come before him this year, where-
in the parties lost the keys of the box-
es in which the seals were kept.
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